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EDITORIAL 
A Tiny Baby Hand 


A little Hebrew baby boy lifts His tiny hand 
above a manger crib and all the feverish, restless 
traffic of a troubled world suddenly stops. The 
wheels of industry in a thousand factories cease 
their humming. A hushed, noble frenzy has fallen 
upon the race. 


Forgetting the first law of nature, men meet 
one another with glad and cheery greetings, Child- 
hood’s contagious joy fills all the air with glee. 
Chanting carols supplant the harsher, strident 
tones of greedy commerce. For one day men sing 
and give, they love and live. Portions also are 
found for the poor and needy. 


A jaded and tired old world at the call of little 
children’s laughter finds again its song of hope 
and courage. The holy purpose to rise up and 
move out once more on the path of life and duty 
and love, chrystalizes in human hearts. The springs 
of gentleness and loving-kindness overflow all walls 
so carefully laid in human wisdom. Men again look 
away and up to God and hear the angels singing. 
Above the Judean hills the glory emerges. Shep- 
herds stand in silent awe, in out-reaching adora- 
tion above a pilgrim Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. 
Men clearly see Heaven’s unmeasured love un- 
veiled. —S. McPh. G. 


“I Was Born Again” 


Those who read Begbie’s “Twice-Born Men” | 


and got a spiritual blessing will do well to get 
pe book by Wingert entitled, “I Was Born 
ain.”’ 


_ It refreshes the soul and strengthens our faith 
in the power of the Gospel to save those who be- 
lieve, today as always. 


More than that; it should increase our desire to 
share in personal evangelism. | 


The book consists of about eighty separate 
stories, most of them by _ different Christian 


workers, the majority being our contemporaries. 
Most are quite short and not only will ministers 
find inspiration and encouragement in their work 


but Christians generally, even young people, will 
find it hard to lay the book down, 


One of the thrilling stories is by Dr. Torrey 
Johnson, President of Youth For Christ. He tells 
of a hostess on a transcontinental plane who was 
obviously in distress of mind. At one stop he en- 
gaged her in conversation and found that her 
fiance had just been killed overseas and she felt 
life had lost its meaning for her. A quick prayer 
for guidance and with some appropriate Bible 
verses she was pointed to the One who not only 
saves but comforts our hearts. 


We continue with the rest of the story: “When 
the plane resumed its flight, it carried a lighter 
cargo, for the burden of sin and sorrow had been 
lifted from the heart of this stewardess. 


“And when we finally left the plane at Tulsa, 
Okla., with tears in her eyes she looked up into 
the blue sky and said: ‘If I were to die right now, 
I know I would go straight to heaven.’ 


“A few hours later that stewardess did ‘go 
straight to heaven,’ for when we picked up the 
newspaper next morning we read that our plane 


_had crashed and that the stewardess had been in- 


stantly killed.” | 


If we would but use our daily God-given oppor- 
tunities and use His tools we all could share in 
the greatest joy this side of heaven—seeing men 
born again. —L.N.B. 


*“T Was Born Again.” By Norman A. Wingert. 
a postpaid. May be ordered from this Journal 
ice. 


The Arm Of Flesh 


Those of us who claim the name, “evangelical,” 
are often as guilty as others of seeking to calty 
ye =~ work of the Kingdom with the arm of 

esh. 


- Intellectual assent to doctrine is essential but 


not sufficient in itself, The practical approach 


a problem requires spiritual preparation and only 
too often we fail in such preparation. 


The very foundation of effective service must be 
prayer, spelled P-R-A-Y-E-R. Our strength, ou 
wisdom, even the understanding as to the nature 
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of the task itself, comes from communion with > 
God. 


To know that a task is worthy, and to proceed 


: with that task, without asking God’s guidance and 


help, is to labor with the arm of flesh. We often 


fail in the Lord’s work because we feel capable 
| of doing the work ourselves. 


The Bible is full of promises of help; of prom- 


ises to direct to a successful end. But, these prom- 
 iges are to those who seek this guidance in prayer. 


The world situation is ominous. The Church 


' seems powerless only too often. Our local com- 


munities have their problems. Families face dis- 


 yuptions. We individuals are in a daily spiritual 
' conflict with the evil one. All of this being true, 
' Christians must rise to the need, but let us be 
' sure that as we go forth into the conflict that we 
from our knees. 


Christians who pray earnestly, and then act, 


have in their hands the hope of our times. In this 
_ way God has made it possible for the bed-ridden 
saint to wield power as effectively as any other. 


The release of God’s almighty power is secured 


_ by prayer. When we believe this and act on it our 
- efforts will be crowned with success, 


We face diabolical cunning and wickedness. God 


| has provided the only weapons, Let us seek them 
in His way. —L.N.B. 


“Social Gospel” 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
The Editor, 


_ The Southern Presbyterian Journal: 


‘ We all remember the story of two dogs who got 


- so intent in their fight over a bone, that they for- 


got the bone and let a third dog slip in and get it. 


Can it be possible that while evangelicals (funda- 


mentalists) and modernists (Federal Council) are 


wrangling over their differences, the devil may 


slip in and make off with an unchurched world? 
Evangelicals decry the “social gospel.’”’ The 


_ other folks lay great stress on it, while allowing 
' many of their leaders to deny the deity of Christ 
_ whose supernatural power alone is able to make a 
_ social gospel work in a human world. 


But where do the evangelicals get their scorn 


for the social gospel? The whole New Testament 


is full of it, This same Jesus, whose divinity, atone- 
ment, resurrection and ascension they so firmly be- 
lieve in, said: “Follow me, and I will make you 


fishers of men.” Fishing for men—and catching . 
them—is what the Church is here for. Evangelism . 


is the heart of the Church. But if we follow Him, 


| We will be compelled to “go around doing good.” 
_ And it won’t be doing good to those who are goo 


to us, and whom we like, Sinners do that. Jesu 
was good to everybody, rich and poor, clean an 
y, to His enemies and His friends. He heale 


all that came to Him, regardless of race, color o 
_ What-not. He sent out no case-workers. He did no 
_ inquire into the I. Q. of those who came to Him. 


He took His disciples to a prayer meeting on top 


_ of a mountain, and then brought them down into 


the valley to heal an epileptic. He told the dis- 


 Ciples the story of the Good Samaritan, and then 


told them to “go and do likewise.” He was so lov- 
ing and kind to everybody, that everywhere people 


brought the sick, discouraged and distressed to 
Him, and He healed them of whatever was wrong. 
He never talked religion to a man with an empty 
stomach or a. broken leg or a blind eye. He had 
compassion on the multitude—the greater the need 
the greater the appeal. In Romans we are told 
that if we do not have this spirit of Christ—this 
concern for the “multitude” we are none of His. 
With this spirit as a yardstick, how many of us 
today will qualify as Christians? Finally, in the 
twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew we are told that 
if we have failed to follow Him as He went about 
doing good (social gospel) we are to go to hell 
for eternity. This condemnation of the social gos- 
pel is driving many away from some of the evan- 
gelical churches because they believe that in this 
way Christ is being denied just as surely as by 
the spoken denial] in the other churches. “Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I 
say?” —Kate G. Fleming. 


Reply 


In our judgement Mrs. Fleming is confusi 
the “social gospel” (which is “another” gospel)} 
with the application of the social principles of th 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by Christians. , 


This is not a distinction without a difference 
It is a difference so vital it must be understood. 


The “social gospel” is a gospel of good works. 
It is making socia] reform an end in itself. It is a 
work in which any humanitarian, whether he be 
Buddhist, Confucianist or other pagan, can and 
does participate. It is carried out for the sake of 
humanity, without reference to soul need, It de- 
nies or ignores sin as the underlying cause of 
social injustice. It completely ignores the redeem- 


ing work of Jesus Christ as the only ultimate so- 


lution of world needs. 


On the other hand, Christian participation in 
and the application of the social implications of 
the Gospel puts the redemption of the individual 
soul from sin through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as of first importance and all social efforts 
as but a means to that end. 


We are convinced that many evangelicals need 
to more properly evaluate the social implications 
of the Gospel and to act on them; and, we feel we 
should co-operate with all who put such work in 
its rightful relationship to the Gospel. In an edi- 
torial in the October lst issue we wrote: 


“In our judgement, if the liberal would 
again place his first emphasis on soul winning, 
letting all who come under his ministry know 
without doubt that they individually must be 
cleansed from sin by the precious blood of 
Christ—then the gap between the conserva- 
tive and the liberal would be largely bridged 
and the conservative would agree to the sec- 
ondary emphasis on the social order.’’ 


But, our concern and our opposition is directed 
towards those who no longer look on a man out 
of Christ as a lost sinner. It is against those who 
look on sin, not as sin but as a maladjustment 
which can be eliminated by individual and co- 


operative effort, through education, improved en- 


vironment and social uplift, 


The Bible promises economic and social advan- 
tages, but they come only by way of the Cross of | 
Jesus Christ. Has the Church, as such, the au- | 
thority to offer these advantages in any other way? | 
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Finally—tthere are orthodox churches and there 
are orthodox individuals which are not evangelical. 
Effective Christianity is a combination of the 
head and heart. This involves being faithful to the 
facts of the Gospel and also to the application of 
that message. May God give us all the Ot to 
practice what we preach! —L.N.B. 


Albright Affirms Moses And 
John - Differs From 
Fosdick And Tillich 


The University Center presented Dr. Wm, F. 
Albright, of Johns Hopkins University, in a series 
of lectures to Emory, Agnes Scott and Columbia 
Theological Seminary in November, 1947. While 
one should avoid making exaggerated statements 
on the one hand, and on the other refrain from 
tying his faith to any one scholar, Albright pre- 
sented a number of interesting lights from arch- 
aeology upon the Biblical records. 


There was writing centuries before Moses. The 
Code of Hammurabi and a recently discovered 
code some two hundred years earlier show that 
there was almost a millenium of experience be- 
hind the Mosaic Code in the Old Testament. The 
Ras Shamra and other inscriptions reveal elaborate 
ritual] or ceremonies. Albright dismisses as ‘“‘ab- 
solutely false” the picture of the evolution of the 
idea of god from fetichism to local tribal deities 
and henotheism thence to ethical monotheism— 
found in such books as Fosdick’s Guide To Under- 
standing The Bible. Baal was regarded by his wor- 
shippers as the king of gods and the lord of the 
earth, the underworld and heaven. Marduk reigns 
wherever the sun moves or the wind blows, accord- 
ing to his worshippers, “There is not a shred of 
evidence for the fantastic pictures of territorial 
henotheism or fetishism.” “There is no place for 
a tribal Jahweh.’’ Moses was the founder of the 
faith of Israel and Israel’s faith was monotheism. 
And more important still: this faith was based on 
Divine intervention and direct revelation. 3 


The archaeologist differs with Torrey on the 
exile and restoration and defends the genuineness 
of Ezekiel. He holds that the prophets never op- 
posed the laws of ritual as many modern critical 
scholars affirm. 


Albright finds evidence of a great break in the 
Jewish Christian culture at the time of the first 
Jewish revolt, 66 A.D. Then the literature and 
synagogues of the Jews were destroyed. The 
Jewish Christians were slaughtered first by the 
Jewish Zealots, then by the Romans. Accordingly, 
the first three gospels were written before this 
break. John is the work of the beloved Apostle and 
preserves the words and deeds of the Master as 
they were apprehended by His closest disciple. 
Two fragments of papyrus containing parts of 
John have been discovered dating from the first 
of the Second Century. This shows that the book 
was written substantially at the traditional date— 
late in the First Century. As an interesting co- 
incidence, your reporter received a letter on the 
day Albright lectured on the Gospels, in which 
Prof. Oscar Cullman was quoted as defending the 
First Century writing of John, as finding the back- 
ground for the ‘Prologue in the Old Testament 


(Genesis I) rather than in philosophy, and as hold- 


ing the reading of John 1:19: “God only be- 
gotten.” 
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Albright insists that the Church needs the ex. 
perience of life found in the Old Testament as 
well as the more spiritual message of the New, 
Harnack tried to reject the Old Testament and get 
up a god only of grace—rejecting the Creator as 
cruel and vindictive. Harnack’s Marcionism was 
taken up by Emanuel Hilsch of Goettingen and by 
Gerhart Kittel of Tuebingen and was used by the 
German Christians, The rejection of the Old Tes. 
tament in the interest of love and mercy issued in 
the Nazi State as “the executor of love and 
mercy ... ” and in putting to death six million 
Jews. Christianity was radically perverted by this 
denial of the Old Testament. 


Albright finds a very dangerous form of Gnos- 
ticism in Paul Tillich, of Union Seminary, New 
York. Tillich holds that the Old Testament is ir- 
relevant and that China or India can start as well 
from their ancient religious books as from the Old 
Testament. As the Old Gnostics put together Plato, 


Stoicism and Epicureanism in their allegedly eso-. 


teric teachings, amalgamating elements from the 
Oriental mysteries, from Greek philosophy and 
from Christianity .., so Paul Tillich decks out 
Christianity with Jung’s psycho-analysis. This is 
based nine-tenths upon. a priori speculation. It is 
a construct of the mind, an artefact that cannot 
be proven, that rests much more on postulates than 
on experience. These elements are put together in 
a pantheistic mould which is the more dangerous 
because of the virtuous life of the brilliant pro- 
fessor. (One wonders whether Ernest. Hocking’s 
Re-thinking Missions and his Living: Religions And 
A World Faith ought not also to be classed as 
modern American Gnosticism—based not: on psycho- 
analysis but on idealistic philosophy and compara- 
tive religions). While the Christian supplement to 
the Old Testament is the vital all-embracing sup- 
plement—yet the Bible is a whole which cannot 
be disrupted. Christianity cannot survive unless we 
hold both the Old and the New 
—Wnm. C. 


The Changeless Christ 


By Vernon W. Patterson 
Charlotte, N. C. 


O changeless Christ within a changing world, 
Unshaken Thou through all the shocks of time! 
Though ’gainst Thee Satan’s darts are ever hurled, 
Thou art the same in every age and clime. 


Unchanged the love that brought Thee to earth, 


Unchanged the grace that bought and keeps the 


soul, 
Unchanged the matchless wonders of Thy worth, 
Though earth remove and heaven roll up as scroll. 


Eternal pow’r, unbounded love Thou art, 
And grace beyond the ken of sinful man; 
Though sense deceive and sin defile the heart, 
Thou failest not through all life’s fitful span. 


Man’s glory fades, all earthly things decay; 
But Thou remaineth, risen Lord above. 

Amid earth’s raging storms and darkening day, 
Thou art eternal Light, and Life, and Love. 


Dear, loving Jesus, tender, pure, and fair, _ 
s Thou didst call the children to Thy breast, 

Enfold us in Thine arms and let us there 

Forget our cares and find in Thee our rest. 


sc. 15, 


d Philis 
any were 
le Proph 
nm to a 
dah. In 
m God 
Assyria 
Vidic 
e Old T 
vision 
em anc 
spite Al 

His 
th He gy 


God is 
protec 
hraim ag 
wn like 
“amine 
tection. 
imascus, 
asts of |] 
him, hi 
floodti 
the he; 


ved beca 
Ming of 


The Old 
aCe wil] 


S11; 


a 

The pr 

the C 

eat 

d this 

mself 

stract 

od as 

at He 

this li 

W 

God Ww: 

th him 

e New 

and 

is pe 

their 

om the 

ace, He 

bellion ¢ 

fall i 

the wo 

bellious 

the my: 

way to 

the Go 

t Savio 

ry of h 

The We 

che 

oted in 

er you 

was fac 

| 
| 

= 


ne 


sc, 15, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 


Immanuel: God With Us 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 


The presence of God is the most precious ee 
the Christian faith. God with us is the pearl o 
eat price, the hidden treasure, the Gospel nugget. 
i this blessed thought is the way God reveals 
mself in His Word. (Philosophers talk of an 


tract deity, a god afar off. Plato thought of 


nas so exalted above time, space, and matter 
st He could have no commerce with the things 
this life. But our Lord Jesus Christ said, My 
ther worketh hitherto and I work, 


God was with man as He made Him, walking 
th him in the Garden of happy fellowship. In 
e New Jerusalem the tabernacle of God is with 
»» and He shall dwell with them, and they shall 
His people. God Himself shall be with them, and 
their God, and He shall wipe away every tear 
m their eyes. But blessed be the God of all 
ace, He was with us in all the dreary waste of 
bellion and sin and wickedness which lies between 
» fall in Eden and the consummation in Glory. 
the wonder of His love He did not merely drive 
bellious man out of the Garden of His presence; 
the mystery of redemption He came and wrought 
way to bring us back to Himself. On every page 
the Good Book, one finds the footprints of God 
t Saviour. This is the Book of Immanuel, the 
ry of how God came to be with His people. 


The Word Immanuel occurs in the seventh and 
shth chapters of the Prophecy of Isaiah and is 
ted in the first chapter of Matthew. Very soon 
er young Ahaz succeeded to the throne of Judah 
was faced by a combined attack of Syria, Israel, 
d Philistia. The army of Judah was beaten and 
ay Were carried captive to Syria and to Samaria. 
l¢ Prophet Isaiah was sent to offer King Ahaz a 
mm to assure him of God’s purpose to deliver 
dah, In his unbelief Ahaz refused to ask a sign 
m God but instead appealed to Tiglath-Pileser 
Assyria. In his refusal] Ahaz doubted the whole 
mise of God to David. He put in jeopardy the 
vidic line and so has been called the Judas of 
e Old Testament, But God Himself gave a sign: 
‘sion of that Immanual for whose sake Jeru- 
km and the house of David are preserved. 
spite Ahaz’s unfaithfulness, God will not break 
His promise to David nor be faithless to the 
th He swore to the psalmist of Zion. 


God is with Jerusalem and the house of David. 
® protects them against the confederacy of 
iraim and Syria. And when the Assyrian comes 
wn like a wolf on the fold, his cohorts all 
aming with silver and gold—Immanuel is Judah’s 
tection. The power of the Assyrian flows over 
mascus, Samaria, the valleys of Israel, and the 
‘sts of Philistia. The lands of Judah are a prey 
im, his spoils constantly increase. But when 
* Hloodtide of His might reaches up to the neck, 
IMA heights of Jerusalem, he is stopped for 
iNUEL: GOD IS WITH US. Jerusalem was 
a; &cause in her bosom was the nromise of the 
ing of God to save His people from their sins. 


The Old Testament promises that God in His 


a. cOMe and save His people (Isaiah 35.3; 
| co Hosea 13.4), and it also promises a 


Messiah-Saviour from the seed of Abraham and 
the house of David (Gen. 12.3; II Sam. 7.16; 
Isaiah 11.1-10). The divine and: the human lines 
converge in the promise: “Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9.6). 


“A virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall 


call His Name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7.14). 


And the New Testament takes up where the Old 
Testament ends: Behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, for unto you is born *~ the city of 
David, a Saviour—and not merely a Saviour and 
a Saviour on earth—Emmanuel, God with us, God 
among us, God for us — but a Saviour slain. 


“At last earth’s hope was granted, 
And God was a child of earth; 
And a thousand angels chanted 
The lowly midnight birth.” 


The New Testament focuses the eyes of our faith 
upon God manifest in the flesh, the Man Christ 
Jesus, the Mediator between God and man. The 
Gospel is the Messiah Jesus, the Lord who took 
not the nature of angels, but the flesh and blood 
of the seed of David. Our salvation is accomplished 
by no general idea, no docetic myth, no merely 


‘human hero. Jesus Christ is neither the embodi- 


ment of a Platonic idea nor the deification of a 
mere man. He is God who became also man for us 
men and for our salvation. Man sinned and fell in 
Adam. Man struggled, suffered, hungered, tasted 
death to its bitterest dregs, rose from the dead, 
and conquered in Jesus Christ. We are not saved 
by a mere idea, but by One who became bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh. We are not saved 
by general truths, but by specific events—by the 
advent of Christ, His death for our sins, and His 
resurrection for our justification. We are saved 
by what God did for us in our nature, by His 
human acts, and agony by His human flesh torn 
and His human blood shed, by His perfect human 
obedience and His precious human death in our 
nature which God the Word assumed, The tendrils 
of our faith cling not to mere principles, but to 
Him who loves us. So the Gospels portray for us 
the conception and birth, the youth and growth of 
Jesus of Nazareth. They present the Carpenter who 
made yokes and built barns. They recount the 
hunger and thirst, the weariness and weeping, the 
agony and suffering, the strong cryings and tears, 
the scourging and crucifying, the vinegar and the 
spear, the cry of forsakenness and the death of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. In Him 
God came all the way with us, He who was in the 
form of God took the form of a slave and humbled 
Himself becoming obedient even unto death and 
that the shameful, agonizing death of the cross. 
God in Christ came all the way. He reached down 
level] with the mud sills of society, The ladder of 
salvation He stretched from heaven reaches so 
low that the last, the least, and the lowest can 
touch its rungs. 7 
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On the third day He arose again from the 
death and thereafter ascended to heaven. Does this 
mean the end of Immanuel, God with us? By no 
means. He ascended to the right hand of the Father 
that He might be with all His people all their days 
unto the consummation of the age. He went to the 
Father that He might send the Spirit and in the 
Comforter be our ever present Friend and Helper. 
Wherever two or three gather in His Name, there 
is God our Saviour. “Lo, I am with you always.” 
The living Christ stops Saul the inquisitor on the 
Road to Damascus, and ere long a New Apostle 
arrives in Corinth determined to know nothing 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Paul preached 
Jesus Christ not as a mere idea, not merely as the 
important doctrine of the Person of Christ. He 
preached Jesus Christ because He is living, acting 
Lord and Saviour. He is the truth embodied, alive. 
While Paul preached in Corinth the Person who did 
great things there was not the Apostle but Jesus 
Christ. And men’s faith stood not in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God. God was with men 
there in Corinth, God in Christ, and hence arose 
the Church of God. The great thing in the Church 
is not declaring what we do for Him, but testifying 
to what He does for us. God is with us in the 
Church today. Christ is the living Lord and Head 
and King of His Body. As the Good Shepherd He 
is speaking His own Word through the preaching 
of the Gospel and in the power of the Spirit. As 
the Priest He is praying for our forgiveness and 
for grace to lift us from the pit of sin. As King He 
is ruling over us and defending us, exercising His 
own authority by the ministry of men so long as 


these men speak and act by His Word and Spirit. 


In Christ God is with us speaking to us, interceding 
for us, strengthening, correcting and guiding us. 
There are no days too hard for Him, no forces too 


strong for His might, no bitternesses too sharp | 


for the softening touch of His love. Immanuel who 
saved old Jerusalem is with us today! 


But let us seek to be concrete. The writer has 
served for several years as Chaplain of the 
American Legion, and as such it has been his duty 
to write the Christmas Message for the last four 
years. In 1944 an anxious father wrote to breaking 
hearts. The ice and the snow, the mud and the 
slush, the tanks and the shrapnel, the cold and the 
pain made a hard Christmas over there. And the 
heartache and the anxiety made it a hard one for 
us here. But though it was a tearful one, Christ 
made it a prayerful one. And the hand of God 
lifted where the tears could not reach. We came 
to God in the new and living way that Christ 
opened for us. We came pleading no merit nor 
goodness of our own, but trusting solely in His 


merit, taking refuge under His heavenly inter- 


cession. In 1944 our Christmas prayer was: 


Jesus lover of my soul 
Let me to Thy bosom fly... 
Cover my boy’s defenceless hea 
With the shadow of Thy wing. 


The promises of God were so many banners 
encouraging us to pray. One father stayed his heart 
and his home on these words: “Am I a God at 
hand and not a God afar off, saith the LORD. Can 
any hide himself in secret place so that I shall 
not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven 
and earth? saith the LORD.” | 7 


Christmas 1945 carried another blessing from 
Immanuel. Instead of the Battle of the Bulge there 
was the victory in Europe and the victory in Japan, 
peace and the return of so many loved ones. Verily, 


Resurrection. And Jesus said: “I am the resurr 
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God was with us, God has been very good to, 
We recognized His presence with the great wy 
THANKS. Thanks be unto Him who save, , 
from war’s desolation! Thanks be to those 
stood for their native land, and to those who » 
most! Thanks be unto God for the unspeakable 9; 
of His love, His only-begotten Son! | 


Christmas 1946 was a challenge to live worth 
Since God came into human life our lives cap | 
longer be meaningless. Life is not just a jum) 
Even its handicaps and its sufferings have purpg 
Since supreme goodness was put to supreme suff; 
ing on Calvary and for the supremely worthwh 
purpose of glorifying God and saving men, th 
is meaning and purpose for every man’s life, |; 
cannot be mean or sorid or drab or commonp| 
when we hear the angel choirs singing at Be 
lehem: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 4 
ON EARTH PEACE GOOD WILL TO MEN. Wh 
the Son of Man came not to be served but 
serve, not to get but to give, He etched lif 
purpose in letters of light. 


Christmas 1947 has its serious note as go 
starred wives and parents weigh the question 
whether to leave the bodies of their heros the 
or return them here. Naturally that is a questi 
no one can solve for another. But dear friend, 
longing of your heart cannot be satisfied by a 
thing a grateful nation can do in this matter. J 
need someone greater than Uncle Sam. The ye: 
ing of your heart will only be answered by yo 
reunion with the living person of your dear o 
And that is a consummation only God can bri 
to pass. Your heart ache will only end in 


tion and life, He tha; believeth on Me, though 
were dead, yet shall he live.’ If we believe th 
Jesus died and rose again even so them also tl 
sleep in Him will God bring with Him. Ag 
Christmas is the answer to our need. God is Wi 
us and God is with those who sleep in Jesus. Tit 
spirits have gone to be with their Lord, while ti 
bodies being still united to Christ do rest in th 
graves until the Resurrection. 


When Martin Niemoller preached in the Cha 
at Princeton University he said: The text for 
day is, Now is Christ risen from the dead and! 
come the first fruits of them that slept. Hitler 
not believe that and that is the reason why he 
where he is today. 


Over against the unbelief of a Hitler, the 
stands the confession of that Christian mother 
faced her sorrow in faith of Immanuel: | 


Some day there shall come a 
Resurrection morn! 
And I shall see again and know my S0l. 


The True Evangelism 


“True evangelism, as distinguished from coum 
feit evangelism, preaches only the Christ pres! 
to us in the Bible ... It preaches only the 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost and bora 
the virgin Mary, only the Christ who said to. 
winds and the waves with the sovereign voice 
the Maker and Ruler of all nature: ‘Peace | 
still,’ only the Christ who died on the Cross! 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and recone 
to God, only the Christ who rose triumph? 
from the tomb and showed to His doubting 
ciple the print of the nails.” 
| —J. Gresham Machel 
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Why I Want To Co-operate With The 
National Association Of Evangelicals 
Rather Than With The Federal Council 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie 
Headmaster Of McCallie School 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


It is foolish to state that those who oppose the > 


connection of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
with the Federal Council are isolationists, and are 
trying to wreck Protestant co-operation and unity. 
It is no more true than to say Luther, Calvin and 


Knox were trying to wreck Christianity when they 


left the Roman Catholic Church. They advanced 
Christianity immensely by so doing, and enabled 
hundreds of thousands to co-operate in Christian 
work and doctrine who could have no heart in the 
false positions of Romanism both in doctrine and 
in works. John Wesley did not show an isolationist 
position by beginning the Methodist Church in 
England, but rather he saved England from a revo- 
lution worse than France had gone through. 


We are doing true Christianity the greatest pos- 
sible service to object in the only way we can make 
our voice heard against the false doctrinal leader- 
ship of the Federal Council and its socialistic and 
political tendencies, by urging our Church to with- 
draw from it in protest. 


In their time there was nothing for the early re- 
formers to co-operate with, and Wesley’s fellow- 
ship had to be made brand new. But today we have 
either the National Association of Evangelicals or 
the American Council, either of which is prefer- 
able to the Federal Council. The proponents of the 
Federal Council have not been fair in ignoring both 
of these co-operative Protestant and evangelical 
fellowships, or in listing them with Communists or 
Romanists, 


I went to Omaha, Neb., last spring to the Annual 
Convention of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals and was much pleased with its doctrinal 


basis, its objectives, its accomplishments, its spirit, . 


and its personnel, 


Compare the statement of faith of the N.A.E. 
with that of the F.C.C.C.A. (and Christians have 
no right to co-operate in spiritual matters with 
those who reject the faith or minimize it): 


The Creed of the Federal Council of Churches 


of Christ in America: 


The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America is a fellowship of churches who hold to 
faith in Jesus Christ as divine Lord and Saviour. 


_ The Statement of Faith of the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals: 


1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the 


only infallible, au.horitative word of God. 


2. We believe that there is one God, eternally 
en in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy 


3. We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in 
His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death 
through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, 
in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, 
and in His personal return in power and glory. 


4, We believe that for the salvation of lost and 
sinful.man regeneration by the Holy Spirit is ab- 
solutely essential. 


5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy 
Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled 
to live a godly life. — 


6. We believe in the resurrection of both the 
saved and the lost; they that are saved unto the 
resurrection of life and they that are lost unto 
the resurrection of damnation. } 


7. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The difference is apparent. One is general and 
the other is specific. But it is far greater than 
that, for “divine Lord and Saviour” is stated by 
many that deny the virgin birth, the bodily resur- 
rection, the infallible Word, the vicarious atone- 
ment, and the miracles. “Divine” to them means 
all humanity, for we are held to be divine even as 
Jesus was, as all men, according to the F.C.C.C.A., 
are sons of God. 


The Objectives of the National Assontabie of 
Evangelicals are: 


1, To provide a vehicle through which all be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ may become united 
and articulate in relation to matters of common 
interest and concern. 


2. To foster brotherliness, good-will and fellow- 
ship among all those of “like precious faith” in 
every denomination, assembly or association. 


3. To establish a common front for the promo- 
tion of evangelical truth against the inroads of 
heresy (commonly called modernism or liberalism). 
To challenge all Christian groups and institutions 
to a positive declaration of the Church’s evangelical 
heritage and to lift the standard against all forms 
of infidelity, heresy and apostasy. 


4. To guard the religious freedom guaranteed us 
under our national constitution, ever on the alert 
to sound the alarm whenever our liberties are in 
danger of infringement. 


5. To provide services to our constituents which 
will enable them to accomplish more quickly and 
effectively the mission of the Church, i.e., the 
speedy evangelism of the world and the nurture of 
members of “His Body,” “Till we all come to the 
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unity of the faith.” It is not the purpose of the 


N.A.E. to assume the functions of the Church but 


to act as a servant to all. 


Some of the notable accomplishments of the 
N.A.E. are: 


1. Now in affiliation: 22 denominations, hun- 
dreds of single churches with a combined member- 
ship of 1,000,000. Also scores of educational in- 


stitutions, missions boards and other Christian or- | 


ganizations representing a service constituency of 
3,000,000. 


2. Has eleven offices with full-time staff in key » 


cities from coast to coast. 


8. Is working in nine devastated countries of 
Europe with supplies of clothing and Christian lit- 
erature. Total shipments to June 1, 1946, had a 
value of over one million dollars (insurable value) 
or over ten million dollars in terms of value in 
Europe. 


4. Provides passport, visa, transportation and 
co-operative buying service for mission boards. Is 
now serving fiftv-four boards through Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association. 


5. Is providing, through Chaplain Counselors for 
Industry, for the spiritual and moral welfare of 
industrial workers. 


6. Is reviving the old-fashioned Sunday School 
Convention and providing leadership and literature 
for a great forward movement in this important 
field through National Sunday School Association, 
sponsored by our Commission on Church Schools. 


7. Has made four important national surveys of 
religious broadcasting, and has done much to pre- 
serve the rights and privileges of gospel broad- 
casters through National Religious Broadcasters, 
sponsored by our Commission for Radio, It has es- 
tablished cordial] relations with government, the 
net-works and independent stations. 


_ 8. Has broadcast several series on sustaining 
time, on the invitation of two networks. 


9. Outlines of courses for use in released time 
— have been prepared and soon will be pub- 
ished. 


10. Has successfully contested legislation and 
regulations by national and local governments 
which have been restrictive of the freedom of the 


gospel. 


11. Has established in scores of cities regional 
and local committees and ministerial associations 
to provide a voice in relation to all matters affect- 
ing the gospel. 


12. Has established news magazine of wide cir- 
culation and national significance. 


In addition to these there are notable projects 
in Christian Schools, Uniform Evangelical Sunday 
School Lessons beginning on January 1, 1948, 
world-wide food relief, full-time director of evan- 
gelism, etc., that give all possible outlet for Chris- 
tian co-operation on evangelical and spiritual lines 
without mixing in politics and doubtful] or abso- 
lutely unchristian projects. 


The N.A.E. has as president Dr. R. L, Decker, 
Kansas City, Mo., a great and spiritual pastor of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Such men as 


Bishop Marston, of Free Methodist Church, and 
Dr. Harold Ockenga, of Park Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church in Boston, Mass., are on its Execu- 
tive Committee. With such men I feel a fellowship 
of like faith and a joy in Christian work that I 
could never feel with most of the leaders of the 
Federal Council who deny many of the most pre- 
cious doctrines of the Christian Faith. 


I plead for a willingness on the part of our. 


General Assembly in letting those of us who wish 
to co-operate with the N.A.E. to do so, without 
forcing us to co-operate with the Federal Council. 
Withdrawal of our Assembly from its enforced co- 
operation with the Federal Council which is now 
splitting our Church asunder would leave its 
churches free to support financially and with its 
prayers and work whichever co-operative group it 
saw fit to join. This would be democratic and 
Christian, and I trust our Assembly will be guided 
of the Lord to take such action as would free 


many of its members from a co-operation that is 


at present repugnant and against our Christian 
convictions. 


Wings For The Soul 


“TI think so often of Mary, 
‘Mary the mother glad, 
Who lived in the Nazareth cottage 
When Christ was a little lad. 


“TI think of her in the morning 
When she put on His little frock 
And brushed the curls from His forehead 
- Smoothing each shining lock; 
When she heard Him speak with reverence 
His little sun-rise prayer, : 
And she saw the look of wonder 
Upon His face so fair. 


“When Joseph had gone to the workshop, 
The cottage all trim and neat, 
And Jesus played with the children 
- ‘That lived across the street, 
I think like the sound of music 
Came the echo of His voice 
That set her pulses thrilling 
And made her heart rejoice. 


‘“‘When Jesus came with His bruises 
For her to touch and kiss, 
And she smoothed away His troubles 
With all a mother’s bliss. 
Methinks that over her spirit 
‘Came the promise of endless rest, 
And she magnified the Father 
-_ Who had given to her His best, 


“And when the shadows gathered 
And the Child all tired of play 
Rested His head on her bosom 
At the close of a weary day, 
And she taught Him a psalm of praises 
And dwelt on the promises dear, 
I think that the song of angels 
Fell on her listening ear. 


“T think so often of Mary, 
Mary the mother glad, 
Who lived in the Nazareth cottage 
When Christ was a little lad.’ 


Anonymous. 
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Nahum - Habakkuk - Zephaniah 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-second in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Nahum is described as an Elkoshite (1:1), but 


the exact location of the village of Elkosh is not 


known. There is a village, Al-Kush, near Mosul, 
but it is practically certain that this is not the vil- 
lage from which Nahum came. Probably Elkosh 
was a town in Palestine, although its exact iden- 
tity has not been discovered. , 


Nahum mentions the overthrow of No-ammon 
(i.e, Thebes), in Egypt, which event occurred in 
663 B.C., and he also predicts the downfall of 
Nineveh which took place in 612 B.C. His pro- 
phetic ministry, therefore, is to be placed between 


these two dates. 


The theme of the prophecy is introduced or 
stated in the first verse. It is “the burden of Ni- 
neveh,” and throughout the little book this theme 
appears as the basis of everything that is said. 
1:2-15 constitutes a poem which is alphabetic in 
form, and intended to exalt the majesty of God. 
The prophet begins his message with what would 
seem to be paradox. It is in reality a great con- 
trast. The Lord is jealous, and the Lord is slow to 
anger, Toward those who are His adversaries, the 
Lord is jealous and will take vengeance. Toward 
those who trust in Him, however, He is a strong- 
hold in the day of trouble. Therefore, the people 
should give no heed to the wicked counsellor who 
imagines evil against the Lord, for punishment is 
sure to come. 


In Chapter II the prophet depicts the siege of 
the enemy city and takes occasion to taunt it. 
“Where is the dwelling place of the lions, and the 
feeding place of the young lions where the lion, 
even the old lion, walked, and the lion’s whelp, 
and none made them afraid?” (Nahum 2:11). 


Chapter III gives the reason for the siege of the 
city of Nineveh. The city is compared with a 
wicked harlot, and thus her punishment is set 
forth. “Because of the multitude of the whoredoms 
of the well-favored harlot, the mistress of witch- 
crafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, 
and families through her witchcrafts.” (Nahum 
3:4), Therefore the Lord will punish the city: 
And it shall come to pass, that all they that look 
upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh 
is laid waste: who will bemoan her? whence 

I seek comforters for thee?” (Nahum 3:7), 


_.The city of No-ammon in Egypt has been pun- 


ished. Nineveh is no better than she. She had Ethi- 


opia and Egypt as her strength, yet she was car- 
tied away. The same will happen to Nineveh. She 
too will be drunken, and her strongholds shall be 


like fig trees with the first ripe figs, which fall 


easily into the mouth of the eater. The destruction 
sure to come: “There is no healing of thy 


bruise; thy wound is grevious: all that hear the | 


bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee; for 
upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed con- 
tinually?” (Nahum 3:19). | 


Some have denied that portions of the first 
chapter have come from Nahum, but there is 
really no sufficient reason for denying these verses 
to him. The three chapters which Nahum under 
the inspiration of the Spirit of God, has written, 
well serve as a constant reminder of the fact that 
God is Holy, and that He will surely punish the 
oppressor and the one who deals unjustly. 


The Book Of Habakkuk 


Of the prophet Habakkuk himself practically 
nothing is known, For that matter it is somewhat 
difficult to determine precisely when he exercised 
his ministry. Certain scholars, notably Bernhard 
Duhm, hold that the prophet was speaking against 
the Greeks under Alexander the Great. This un- 
tenable view is obtained by reading the word 
Kittim instead of Casdim (Chaldeans) in Chapter 
I, Verse 6. Many critics date the prophecy in the 
reign of Jehoiakim of Judah, at about the time of 
the great battle of Carchemish, 605 B.C. This 
would also be the year in which Nebuchadnezzar 
besieged Jerusalem and carried away Daniel 
among his captives. (Daniel 1:1). The reasons for 
this view are that the Chaldeans had become a 
mighty empire, and it is assumed that this power 
was manifested both in the defeat of Assyria and 


of Egypt. 


However, it is perhaps better to date the book 
sometime before the downfall of Nineveh in 612 
B.C, Even before this time the Chaldeans were 
demonstrating their power and superiority among 
the nations, and there was ample justification for 
the remarks which the prophet makes concerning 
them. Furthermore, both Micah and Isaiah had al- 
ready predicted the downfall of Judah at the hand 
of the Chaldeans, so that the nations would indeed 
be well known among the Jews. It may be noted 
that when Habakkuk uttered his prophecy the 
Temple was still standing. “‘But the Lord is in his 
holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before 
him.” (Habakkuk 2:20). It appears also from the 
psalm in Chapter III that the musical service of 
the temple was still being conducted. “‘To the chief 
singer on my stringed instruments.” (Habakkuk 
3:19b). All of these considerations lead the writer 
to conclude that we shall probably not be far 
wrong if we assume that Habakkuk exercised his 
ministry sometime during the days of Manasseh 
or of Josiah, 


_ The Message Of Habakkuk 
The three short chapters of this little prophecy 


contain a message of supreme beauty. The prophet 
begins with a complaint. He has cried out against 
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wickedness and violence, but his cry appears to = 
unheeded. (1:2-4). In reply to this complaint the 
Lord speaks. The Lord will not allow the evil of 
His people to go unpunished. He is taking action. 
He is raising up a people—a bitter and hasty na- 
tion—which will punish the people. (Note: The 
language of this verse, ise., 1:6, seems to suit a 
time when the Chaldeans had not yet reached the 
pinnacle of their power). This nation, the char- 
acteristics of which are described in forceful 
fashion, will serve as God’s instrument in the pun- 
ishment of His people. However, this nation itself 
presumptuous and will be punished. 


The prophet acknowledges the rightness of the 
Lord and His purity. However, there yet remains 
a problem the answer of which he does not see. 
This enemy nation will indeed punish the people, 
but this enemy nation will be punishing those who 
are more righteous than itself. “Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that 
dea] treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when 
the wicked devour the man that is more righteous 
than he? (1:18). Why, asks the prophet, does the 
Lord, since He is pure, permit this to go on? 


The answer is forthcoming, It is found in the 
matchless passage: “Behold, his soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall 
live by his faith.” (2:4). The thought is that those 
who are proud, namely the Chaldeans, have no 
faith, and therefore are condemned. The only one 
that will live is the one who has faith. There is 
thus presented a contrast; it is the contrast be- 
twen those who have faith and those who are 
puffed up with pride. It is indeed the contrast 
which separates not only the Chaldeans and the 
elect of Israel, but all mankind into two classes. 
The fact that a man is filled with pride is in itself 
an evidence of his doom. So it was with the Chal- 
deans; these people were being used of God but 
they were proud of their accomplishments; they 
would not, therefore, live. Only he who has faith 
will live, only he is just. While, then, this verse 
has primary reference to the situation imme- 
diately at hand, it also is very correctly used by 
the apostle Paul to express the truth that the “‘just 


shall live by faith.” Essentially the situation is 


one, for the life of which Habakkuk speaks is not 
mere earthly life, but life in the deep sense of the 
word, life with God. Most modern critics have 
—* the deep meaning of the prophet at this 
point. 


There follows a series of five woes pronounced 
against the enemy nation, and in Chapter III there 
is a prayer of praise to God. The third chapter, 
because of the psalm which it contains, is thought 
by many to come from a time later than that of 
Habakkuk. This is not the place in which to dis- 
cuss the arguments that are employed to support 
such a position, but the writer would assert that 
he does not believe the evidence generally adduced 
to defend this view is sufficiently cogent. The sub- 
ject of this chapter is similar to that of the pre- 
ceding two, and there is no sufficient reason for 
disbelieving that Habakkuk was its author. 


The Book Of Zephaniah 


Zephaniah prophesied in the days of Josiah, 
king of Judah. (1:1). He may therefore be re- 
garded as a contemporary of Jeremiah, The theme 
of his prophecy is the universal judgment of God. 
“I will utterly consume all things from off the 
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land, saith the Lord.” (1:2). This destruction will 
affect all. (1:2,8). It will have particular refer- 
ence to Jerusalem and Judah, because of the idol- 
atries which were practised here. In these intro- 
ductory verses the idolatrous worship of the nation 
is described, and the announcement is made that 
it will be utterly cut off. (1:4-6). The destruction 
will appear as a great sacrifice which the Lord 
Himself conducts. ‘‘Hold thy peace at the presence 
of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at 
hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he 
hath bid his guests.” (1:7). Thus is pictured the 
day of wrath. The Lord has determined to punish 
the entirety of the people, and their destruction 
will be as a great sacrifice. (1:7-13). This day is 


- coming; it is near at hand. “That day is a day of 


wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of 
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a 
day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced 
cities, and against the high towers.” (1:15,16). 
Yet, the day is but a manifestation of the fact 
that the people have done iniquitously. They, by 
their sin, have brought this punishment upon them- 
selves, (1:14-18). | 


In the midst of this picture of unrelieved gloom 
the prophet tenderly speaks in the name of the 
Lord. Chapter II constitutes a call to repentance. 
There is hope, but that hope lies in a change of 
heart. The faithful are commanded to seek the 
Lord, but the nations shall surely be visited with 
judgment. 


In Chapter III the prophet sets forth the result 
which will flow from the judgment. The nations 
will seek the Lord and also the remnant of Israel. 
In lines of es beauty the prophet describes 
the glorious salvation which is to come, a salvation 
which the Lord Himself has wrought by the send- 
ing of His only-begotten Son. 


For the most part the critical scholars maintain 
the genuineness and authenticity of the prophecy. 
There is indeed no sufficient reason for doubting 
that Zephaniah composed this little work. Here 
are three chapters which all too often are neg- 
lected in the Christian Church, But the message 


of the prophet, although it was called forth by 


the local situation in Judah’s history, is never- 
theless timeless. The Lord will indeed punish sin. 
Judgment to come is a certainty. Yet, there }s 
salvation, and that salvation, that hope of deliver- 
ance, is found in the blessed Lord Who, although 
He will by no means clear the guilty, nevertheless 
has loved His people with an everlasting love. One 
cannot read this prophecy without being draw? 
more deeply in love and devotion to the Lord of 
all salvation. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Lesson For Jan. 4: Beliefs 
That Matter 3 


Scripture: John 20:30-31; Acts 16:11-15; I Tim- 
othy 4:16; I John 5:1-5. Devotional Reading: He- 


brews 2:1-4. 


All beliefs matter: “As a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he.” Some beliefs matter more than 
others. To believe “the lie” leads to eternal death; 
to believe the truth leads to eternal life. Today we 
are studying those beliefs that lead to salvation. 


Our Devotional Reading starts with a “there- 
fore,’ which points to those tremendous revealed 
truths about our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal 
Son of God and Saviour of men Who “purged our 
sins’ and is now seated on the right hand of the 
majesty on high, | : 


We are to give the more earnest heed to those 
things which we have heard. This is a ‘‘Great Sal- 
vation.” Everything connected with it is God- 
inspired, confirmed by the supernatural power of 
God and borne witness to: by signs, miracles and 
wonders. The only ‘‘Good News” that can come 
into a world of lost men is this Revelation which 
has come from Him. There are many “counter- 
feits’ in the world which try to pass for the gen- 
uine; let us be on our guard. 


The “beliefs that matter’? center in this eternal 
life which we have through the Salvation wrought 
out by Christ. 


Believe the Word of God: “‘But these are written 
that ye might believe.” John 20:31, “She attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul.” Acts 
16:14. “Take heed ... unto the doctrine” (teach- 
ing). I Tim. 4:16. “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God.” — | 


Faith in a Supernatural Revelation—an in- 
fallibly inspired Bible—is certainly a “belief that 
matters.” If we believe in the Plenary (Verbal) 
Inspiration of the Scriptures, then we have a Book 
that is really an infallible Rule of Faith and Prac- 
tice, On the other hand, if we have some low view 
of inspiration, then we have a Book which is but 
partially God-breathed, and each man is his own 
judge as to what to believe and what to disbelieve. 
The one furnishes a rock foundation for our faith; 
the other, a foundation of shifting sand. eee 


John tells us that his Gospel is written for the 
express purpose of inspiring faith in the minds of 
those who read it. When Lydia héard the words of 
Paul, she believed. Paul tells Timothy to take heed 
to the doctrine which he teaches, “for in doing this 
thou shalt save thyself and them that hear thee.” 
In II Tim. 3:16 he says: “All scripture is given by 


inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, — 


for reproof, for correction, for inspiration, for in- 
ipa in righteousness.” In II Tim, 4:2: “Preach 
wor 3 


This Book reveals God; it leads us to Christ our 
aviour, and in so doing brings salvation, or eter- 


nal life. The Gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation. 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


We would put as the very foundation “belief 


that matters,’”’ this belief in the Word of God. It is 


no wonder that Satan has spear-headed his attack 
on “This Book.” If he can undermine our belief in 
the Book, then he strikes a death blow at our 
whole Christian faith, for it is in the Word of God 
that we have the Plan of Salvation. His first ques- 
tion, “Hath God said?” led to the Fall of our first 
parents, and ever since that fatal day, he has been 
suggesting doubts as to the reality of God’s spoken 
and written Word. 


Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
‘“‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is 
born of God.”’ (I John 5:1). “That ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” 
(John 20:31). When Lydia attended to the words 
of Paul, she believed and was baptized. 


Here is the second great “Belief That Matters.”’ 
It is not enough that we believe in God; we must 
also believe what God says about His Son, Mo- 
hammedans and Jews and others believe in God, 
but they reject Jesus Christ. Belief in God is bet- 
ter than rank idolatry, but it is belief in Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, 
that brings Salvation, There is none other name 
under heaven, given among men whereby we must 
be saved. “I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” “He 
that hath the Son, hath life, and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life.” 


Before men could be saved, certain things had to 
a =— they were done through His Son, Jesus 


Man had to be “Born Again.” His old heart had 
to be so radically changed that he becomes a “new 
creation” in Christ. The agent in this regeneration 
is the Holy Spirit. This is a mysterious work of 
grace. Jesus discusses it with Nicodemus in the 
third chapter of John. How can a man be born 
again? John 3:16 is the answer: “‘Whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him might not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.”” The new birth, eternal life, comes 
through faith. 


Atonement must be made for man’s sins. This 
“shedding of blood” is graphically pictured in the 
types and symbols and sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
ment, But none of this “blood of beasts” could 
take away sin. That was done when the precious 
blood of Christ was shed for us on the cross. 
Through His blood we are justified, and His right- 
eousness is imputed to us. “Every true preacher of 
the Gospel strings all his pearls on the red cord of 
the atonement.”’ (Dr. Cuyler), 


A new life must be lived; a life of fruitfulness, 
growth, victory. This can only be done in union 
with Christ. “‘Apart from Me, ye can do nothing.” 


A Judgment must be feared. He is our Advocate 
with the Father. There is therefore now no con- 
demnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 


These are but a few of the vital facts connected 
with Christ as our Redeemer. Eternal life is ip and 
through Him. This is God’s Plan as set forth in His 
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—— To reject it, to neglect it, is to be forever 
ost. 


Our belief about Christ, our relationship to Him, 
is surely one of the “Beliefs That Matter.” Is it 
any wonder that Paul said: “I determined not to 
know anything among you but Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified?” Or, “God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of Jesus Christ?” 


There are, of course, many other Beliefs That 
Matter, but we pass on now to: 


What These Beliefs Do For Us: I John 5:1-5. 
We have already seen some of these results: Salva- 
tion, Eternal Life, The New Birth. But in our se- 
lection from I John we have some other results: 


Love For God is one of these. Whenever a sin- 
ner sees his utter helplessness and the mercy and 
grace of God in Christ, a great love for the Giver 
of Salvation is begotten. Love for His Saviour is 
accompanied by love for the Father Who sent Him. 
We remember: “‘That God so loved that He gave 
his only begotten Son.’”’ We ought to love God be- 
cause He made us and takes care of us; we must 
love Him when we behold Him in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, | 


We will also love God’s children. Love to God 


will constrain us to love our brethren, and our 


fellow men. This is illustrated in Acts 16:11-15. 
When Lydia accepted Christ as Saviour, she re 
ceived the brethren into her house and cared for 
them. When the Philippian jailor believed, he 
washed the bruised bodies of Paul and Silas. All 
true belief leads to love: faith works by love. 


It means, too, that we will obey. We do it now 
because we love Him. We might have had a cer- 
tain sort of obedience because we feared Him. We 
know now that His commands are not grevious: it 
becomes our delight to do His will. Our new birth 
and new nature make us hate sin and love to obey. 


Victory over the world will be ours. “‘This is the 
victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.” 
The victorious life can only come in this way. 


Let us keep the foundations strong and the 
building will be strong, but if we let the founda- 
tions be undermined, then we cannot build for 


eternity. A living faith in the Word of God, and in © 


Christ, the Son of God, will mean Salvation, Eter- 
nal Life, a New Birth, a new Love for God and 
man, a new spirit of Obedience, a Glorious Victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the devil. 


May we not all pray: “Lord, increase our 
Faith?” 


Lesson For Jan. 11: What We 
Know About God 


Scripture: Isaiah 40:28-31; Matthew 6:9; John 
14:8-14; Acts 17:22-31. Devotional] Reading: 
Psalms 33 


Our knowledge of God is derived from several 
sources: from Nature; from the Bible; from Jesus 
Christ (as revealed in the Bible); from our own 
minds and consciences, | 


Let us begin our study with some of the verses 
in Psalms 33 (Our Devotional Reading). 


Verse 5 says that: “The earth is full of the 
goodfess of the Lord.” He has surrounded us with 
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any “extras,” beautiful and enjoyable things 


90 
which He did not have to put here: the colors of 


the earth and sky and sea; of flowers and rainbows 
and sunsets; the fruits and vegetables with their 
delightful flavors; the songs of the birds; the 
music of heaven and earth. (If you want to spend 


a most profitable half hour, read “God’s Extras” © 


one of the best little books we know). These extra 
blessings, as well as the necessary provisions of 
His Providence, show God’s love for His creatures, 
especially for men. “By the word of the Lord were 
the heavens made; and all the host of them by the 
breath of His mouth.” It was all “good,” and re- 
vealed His “goodness.”’ | 


“The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever.” 
(Verse 11). The God Who made the world and 
controls all the nations is a God of Infinite Wis- 
“pees Blessed indeed is the nation whose God is the 

rd. 


“The Lord looketh from heaven.” (Verse 13). 
The God of Power and Wisdom is One Who takes 
an interest in those whom He has made. He has 
not turned the world loose to be governed by nat- 
ural laws. He is not a God Who is far away and 
indifferent; He sees and cares for His dependent 
creatures, delivering their souls from death, and 
keeping them alive in famine. 3 


In this beautiful Psalm, as in so many of the 
Psalms, we have a picture of our God which en- 
lightens our minds, rejoices our hearts, and calls 


forth our reverence, worship, and loving obedience, 


“Behold your God’’: Isaiah 40:9, 28-31. We have 
taken the liberty of inserting this phrase from 
verse 9, as it seems a sort of key to the whole of 
chapter 40 — that marvellous description of God 
which reaches its climax in verses 28-31. 


_ What are some of the characteristics of God as 
we find them revealed in this chapter, and especial- 
ly in these closing verses? 


(1) We see the Glory of God: He is the ever- 
lasting God; man’s glory fades, but the glory of 
God never fades, ‘““The glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed and all flesh shall see it.’”’ Isaiah as a 
young man had seen the glory of God, (ch. 6) and 
all through his book he is trying to get Israel to 
see it too, in contrast to the vain and foolish idols 
which were so common on every hand, : 


(2) We see the Power of God: He is the Creator 
of the ends of the earth; His hand is strong and 
His arm shall rule; He does not faint or grow 
weary; He gives power to the faint, and to those 
who have no might, He increaseth strength. 


(3) We see the Wisdom of God: “There is n0 
searching of His understanding.” With whom took 
he counsel, and who instructed him, and _ taught 
him in the path of judgment, and taught him 
knowledge, and showed to him the way of under- 
standing.” | 


(4) We see the Tenderness of God: “He giveth 
power to the faint’; “He shall feed his flock like 
a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead 
those that are with young.” Wise and powerful - 
men are not always tender, kind, considerate; but 
in these words we see the tender shepherd of youth 
and of old age. 


(5) We see the Grace of God: “He giveth.” He 
gives to those who deserve nothing from Him. He 
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gives to those in desperate need, and all men are | 


in this condition, for even the youths shall faint 
and be weary and the young men shall utterly fall. 


He gives for every need. Sometimes we have to 
do the Impossible—to mount up with wings as 


-eagles—and He gives power to do the impossible. 


More often, we are called on to do the Extra- 
ordinary—to run, and not be weary, and He furn- 
ishes us strength for this emergency. But every 
day, and every hour of the day, we must do the 
Ordinary tasks; we must walk, and not faint. H 
sustains us in our everyday duties. 


Let us not leave this chapter without noting our 
part. The promise is for those who “wait upon the 
Lord.” Waiting is another name for Trust, and 
Prayer, and Patience, When tired, the natives of 
South Africa, we are told, use this expression, ‘“‘We 
must wait for our souls to catch up with our 
bodies.”” Would it not be well for us in this rushing 
age to wait until our souls catch up with our bodies, 
to wait until the God of this chapter goes with us? 


“Our Father’: Matthew 6:9. Blessed indeed are 
those who can say, ‘‘Abba, Father,” and know that 
they have a right to use this endearing name as 
they approach the throne! All men are God’s 
children by creation, but Jesus very plainly draws 
the line between those who by nature are, as Paul 
says, children of wrath, and “of your father, the 
devil,” and those who, like the disciples, can claim 
to be God’s children in virtue of the new birth. To 
call God, ‘‘Father,” and live for the devil, is 
mockery. 


But we have a very clear revelation of God in 
the incarnate Son: “He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father.” The marvellous character of 
Jesus Christ Who is the express image of His 
Person, reveals God to us. In the holiness of His 
life; in the hatred He shows towards sin and sham 
and hypocrisy; in His. loving compassion for the 
lost and sinning and suffering men; in His sacrifi- 
cial service as He went about doing good; in His 
atoning death on the cross, and in many other way 
He was constantly revealing God. In Him dwelt a 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Christ is the 
most perfect picture of God that can be seen of 


- men, for He was God manifested in the flesh. 


“The Uaiiinein God”: Acts 17:22-31. The God 
Who reveals Himself so clearly in Nature should 


not be an “Unknown God,” even to those who do 


not have the Bible, Paul, in the first chapter of 
Romans, shows this very plainly. The Gentiles, who 
have no written Word, ought to know Him and are 


inexcusable. 


We are God’s creatures. We have minds, hearts, 
consciences. We can think and feel and reason. 
We are fearfully and wonderfully made. Is it too 
much to expect that men made with these capacities, 
should seek, feel after, and find God? He is not 
far from any of us. In Him we live and move and. 
ave our being. 


Surely we ought not to think that our God—the 
One Who made us—is a god of gold, or silver, or 
stone. Neither ought we to worship something 
which He has made, like the sun, or moon, or stars. 
Paul uses the same line of reasoning as Isaiah does 
When he sarcastically describes the foolish man 
who makes himself a god out of a tree. There ought 
to have never been an “Unknown God,” or an idol. 
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If We Really Believe That 
CHRIST IS THE ONLY ANSWER 
To A World's Need 


What We Are Doing Now 
IN FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Is Not Enough! 


Here's The Story: 


1. It costs more now. Rebuilding, operation 
and maintenance costs are higher in all fields. 

2. The work is greater - the workers are 
fewer. 516 missionaries twenty years ago— 
345 now. 

3. Youth offers itself for service. More 
than 3,000 are on the candidate correspon- 
dence list. 

4. The burdens of our missionaries must 
be lightened. We must not let the strain of 
constant overwork bring them to the break- 
ing point. 

5. Every field is open. New pleading for 
the Gospel—greater returns than ever. 

To discourage our youth is a serious thing. 

To disappoint our workers who plead for help 
is distressing. 

To deny millions their right to know the Sav- 
iour is tragic. 

To fail our Lord in the task He asks us to do 
is shameful. 


$4,000,000 


Is The Foreign Mission Goal 


How Much Would You Give If The Spirit Of 
God Took Hold Of Your Heart? 


_ Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 


and 
Presbyterian Program Of Progress Of The 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For 
January 
Introduction For The Month 


Every day the advances made in the field of 
communications and transportation and the neces- 
sary regulations made by our government remind 
us that our world is shrinking so fast in size that 
the term “Foreign Missions” is no longer correct 
because hardly any people in the world are for- 
eign to our contacts today, and the term “World 
Missions” does not make our minds think as big 
as the term “Home Missions” used to make our 
grandfathers think. 


Since this is true many serious problems and 
tensions have arisen in the life of our world, and 
many people feel that the great task of the Church 
must be to solve these problems and resolve these 
tensions, As we come to our Vesper Topics this 
month, all having to do with World Missions, we 
need to plug down two facts that are often for- 
gotten in the rush to solve the problems of the 
world. These facts are: 


1. Though our world is much smaller and its 
problems more urgent, yet the fundamental needs 
of all men are still exactly the same as they were 
that day when Christ said: “But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witness unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). Paul 
went out into a Roman Empire that was filled with 
the same problems we face today, and he said to 
the Corinthian Christians: “I determined to know 
nothing among you save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.” (I Cor. 2:2). 


2. Though we hear much today about our social 
and world-wide responsibilities, yet the great fact 
of history is that the churches that have done most 
to bring forces of righteousness, justice and truth 
into play in the social, economic and political life 
of the world in a practical and abiding way have 
been those churches that were not primarily inter- 
ested in solving these problems but were supremely 
interested in reaching men for Christ and the 


Gospel. 


Since these facts are true our programs should 
all be so planned as to bring to the fore the abid- 
ing needs of men and the abiding spiritual real- 
ities of the Gospel. 


— 


Jan. 4: In Christ There Is 
No East Or West 


Introduction 


The poet has said: “East is east, and west is 
west. And never the twain shall meet.’”’ But the 
hymn-writer has said: “In Christ there is no east 
nor west, in Him no south nor north.” Who is 
right—poet or hymn-writer? 


Believe it or not they are both right. Men apart 
from the Lord Jesus Christ and His saving grace 


are dominated by sin, alienated from God, and 
suspicious of each other. Men out of Christ live 
by the law of the jungle, which is “dislike the 
unlike.” But those who are “in Christ” are united 
in one great fellowship of love, Therefore our 
greatest task today is to get men into Christ. 


But it takes more than drawing up paper plans, 
it takes more than just getting men to join the 
church to get them “in Christ.”” To be “in Christ” 
is to be placed “in Christ” by an act of Almighty 
God, and God has laid down the outline of how 
He does that act. Perhaps we can best understand 
this topic if we study what the Bible has to say 
about mankind before they receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when they receive the Lord Jesus, and after 
they receive Him. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Mankind apart from Christ. Genesis 11:1-9, 
(a) Man’s characteristic attitudes. 1. Provides own 


_ resources. Let us make brick. Verse 3. 2. Builds by 
own efforts. Let us build a city. Verse 4a. 3. Makes ~ 


a name for self. Let us make a name, Verse 4b. 
(b) God’s attitude at this. Displeasure. 1. Man’s 
word tried. God came to see. Verse 5. 2. Man’s at- 
titude. Rebellious. Verse 6. 3. Man’s social rela- 
tionship. Confused. Verses 7-8. 


2. Mankind regenerated in Christ. Acts 1 and 2. 
(a) Man’s characteristic attitudes, 1. Spiritual re- 
sources from above. Power. 1:8a, 2. Builds by 
power from above. 1:12-14. 3. Witnesses unto the 
name of the Lord. 1:8b. (b) God’s attitude at this. 
Blessing. 1. Man’s service blessed. 2:41,43. 2. Man’s 
relationships. Fellowship. 2:44. 3, Social relation- 
ships outside. Effective, 2:46-47. 


3. Mankind effective for Christ. Acts 2:42. (a) 
Sound doctrine. (b) Spiritual fellowship. (c) Sus 
taining grace. (d) Systematic prayer. 


The first attempt of men to unite in world order 


apart from God brought confusion that destroyed 
the very thing man sought to do. Any attempt at 
world order today in the same spirit will produce 
the same result. But when the Holy Spirit came 
upon men they were united as one in a fellowship 
of love, righteousness, and service. Our task today 
is still to create the fellowship of the Spirit by the 
preaching of the Gospel. 


Suggestions 


Of all the things that need to be done today the 
most important of all is the creation of a fellow- 
ship in the Holy Spirit, for it is only out of this 
real, spiritual fellowship that the fruits of order 
ean come. No other institution can do this save 
the Church, thus our one and only job is to bring 
men to Christ and into the fellowship of the Spirit. 
This is important. We must get it straight in our 
minds, so this program could well be spent by hav- 
ing different ones read and discuss step by step 
the Scriptural points concerning mankind out of 
Christ and His way into Christ. 


Men out of Christ are lost now and forever, and 
Christ died to save the lost. We who have been 
saved and have the Gospel have the command 
Christ and the constraint of love to go into all the 
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world and preach the Gospel. This must ever be 


our first emphasis and concern, let the results be 
what they may. Emphasize these things in your 
program t 


Jan. 11: Meet An African 
Introduction 


In Presbyterian Youth you will be introduced to 
a definite African young person in this program. 
As you study the personality and background of 
this young man find out all that you can about 
him because the more you know about a person 
the better you will like him, understand him, want 
to help him, and know what will best help him. 
But as you meet this fellow personally be sure that 
you meet him spiritually as well. God has given us 
certain definite details that are true of people from 
the time they first hear the Gospel on through a 
life of saintly service. Let us outline God’s spir- 
jtual ladder from where all men are by nature on 
through where they are when they love and serve 
Christ. Then we can decide where our African is 
on the spiritual ladder. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
1. A Condemned Sinner. Psalm 14:2-3; Rom. 


3:19; 3:9,10,23. Any man anywhere in the world 


who has not received the Lord Jesus Christ is a 
condemned sinner. (a) Separated from God now 


and forever. Eph, 4:18. (b) Ignorant of spiritual © 


truth. I Cor. 2:14. (c) Deceived by his own heart. 


_ Jeremiah 17:9. (d) Slave to sin. John 8:34; Rom. 


3:28. (e) Bound for hell. John 8:24; 5:28-29. 


2. A Converted Saint. Any man anywhere in the 
world who hears the Gospel and believes on the 
Lord Jesus Christ is a saint, who has everlasting 


life and is: (a) At peace with God. John 3:16-18; 


Rom. 5:1; 8:1. Enlightened by the mind of the 
Spirit. I Cor. 2:12. (c) Assured in his own heart. 
I John 3:20-21, (d) Free from the power of sin. 
a 8:36; Phil. 4:13. (e) Saved forever. John 


3. A Consecrated Servant. Every person every- 


_ where who is born again in Christ has a service to 
_ perform and can perform it when he is: (a) Sur- 


rendered. Romans 12:1-2. (b) Separated. Hebrews 


| 12:1-2. (ce) Satisfied. Psalm 34; 37:4; Phil. 4:19. 
Serving. Rom, 1:1,9. (e) Spirit-filled. Eph. 


Suggestions 


Just because you and I live in America and go 


_ to church does not mean that we are better than 
| other folks throughout the world and by virtue of 
our being American automatically have. a mis- 
_ Slonary message to the rest of the world. Perhaps 
_ 4 good way to handle this program would be to 


have the group go through the steps one by one 


and seg just where the members of the groups are 
_ on this spiritual ladder. Then of course when you 
_ Saw where the African was it would be a call to 
_ Missionary service for those who were on the top 
of the ladder. 


The Hope Of Christianity 


“The only hope of Christianity is in the re- 


: habilitating of the Pauline theology. It is back, 


» back, to an incarnate Christ and the atoning 
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FREE MOVIE 


Far East Topay” 


A 


(Report On China - Korea And Japan) 


Your Church Will Want 
To See This Film! 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton and Dr. Wm. M. Elliott, 

Jr., on the ruins of Kobe Theological Semi- 

nary, Kobe, Japan. (Film is 16mm. silent, 
: showing time 45 minutes.) 


Consult Your Synod Director Of The 
Presbyterian Program Of Progress 
Or Order From 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
Box 330 — Nashville 1, Tenn. 


wT 7 7 7 7 


PRO - DEL 


CuurcuH APPOINTMENTS IN 
ANNODYZED ALUMINUM 


Beautifully Annodyze Colored To Blend 
Nicely With Present Furnishings 


Envelope Racks . Hymnal Racks . Commu- 
nion Cup Holders . Offering Plates 
Plastic Communion Cups 7 


Pro-DEL INDUSTRIES, INC. 
R.F.D. 10 - Box 344 - Indianapolis 44, Ind. 


blood, or it is on, on, on, to atheism and despair.” 
—Francis L. Patton. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Mrs. Rong — A Modern Hannah 


By Rosa Bell Montgomery 


Mrs. Rong wanted a baby boy more than she 
wanted anything else in the whole world. For 
eighteen years she had been happily married ex- 
cept for the fact that there were no babies, espe- 
cially no baby boy. Mrs. Rong felt the humiliation 
keenly and was desperate, for in China the failure 
to have a son is mortifying in the extreme. 


The citizens of Rong Er Dzwang did not look 
down on Mrs. Rong because of her misfortune, 
but they were all sorry for her and for her hus- 
band who was a good man and one of the head 
men of the village. And Mr. Rong admired his 
wife for, as the Chinese would say, she had ability. 
She managed the household well and kept a com- 
_ eye on the business and on Mr, Rong him- 
self. 


But now Mrs. Rong was no longer happy and 
was determined to have a son at any cost. So she 
began to pray. But she was not a Christian and 
her prayers were made, not to the only true God, 
but to every spirit and idol and god of whom she 
had ever had any knowledge. She made pilgrimages 
to this temple and to that shrine pouring out her 
soul in an agony of pleading, leaving offerings of 
paper money, and incense, and food prepared by 
her own hands. The gods, however, were deaf and 
the idols had no compassion, But the evil spirits— 
ah! the evil spirits were on the job and, one day 
as Mrs. Rong besought the heavens with complete 
abandonment of soul to grant her her request, 
one of the demons entered into her and took pos- 
session of her, just like the demon-possessed peo- 
ple you read about in the Bible. 


The whole village was upset by this turn of 
affairs and gathered about to console Mr. Rong 
and to offer advice. After much discussion back 
and forth, it was finally decided to take his wife 
to the Presbyterian mission hospital about forty li 
away. Perhaps a bit of western medicine would 
heal her quickly. 


And so it was that a few days later Mr. Rong 
brought his wife to the American doctor and pre- 
sented her case to him. It did not take the mis- 
sionary long to diagnose the case as that of demon- 
possession and Mr. Rong was informed that there 
was not a medicine or a drug in all the world that 
could cure his wife, but that there was One Who 
many years ago had shed His blood on the Cross 
of Calvary that He might defeat the Devil and all 

his evil works. 


Little by little, as the wonderful story of Jesus 
and His love was told and retold to the Rongs and 
as the missionaries and the Christians prayed with 
them, the Light shined into their hearts and they 
gladly took the Lord Jesus as their Saviour from 
sin. And when Jesus moved into the heart of Mrs. 
Rong the devil had to leave, for where Jesus is no 
devil can abide. 


The Rongs returned home with rejoicing and 
carried the Good News with them so that in a very 
short time sixty other souls accepted Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and the Rongs turned one of their 


buildings into a chapel and the villagers set about 
making benches for it. 


But Mrs. Rong still longed with a great longing 
for a little son and being young in the faith she 
had not yet learned to make all her wants and 
wishes known to her Father in Heaven, so back to 
the little shrines she went with her petition and 
her offerings and the Enemy of her soul, ever on 
the alert, lost no time in taking possession of her 
once more. 


One day the missionary found her in the clinic 
of the mission hospital sobbing quietly to herself. 


“Why are you crying?” the missionary asked 


her kindly. 


“He has come back,” cried Mrs, Rong. “Oh! he 
has come back.” 


The missionary understood immediately that she 
had reference to the devil so he asked her if she 
had been praying at the shrines again and when 
Mrs. Rong admitted that she had he said: 


“Mrs. Rong, why don’t you tell the Heavenly 
Father about it and ask Him to forgive you?” 


“Oh! can I do that? I didn’t know.” 


They knelt together and told the precious Lord 
Jesus all about it and in His love and mercy He 
forgave her and the evil spirit left her once more 
tnd she went home with fresh joy in her heart 
and victory in her soul. 


When the little chapel with the new benches was 
all ready, the Rongs invited the elders from 
nearby village churches and the 'Presbyterian mis- 
sionary preacher to come and hold a service of 
dedication and praise. 


‘While the elders were in town for this service, 
in the course of conversation someone mentioned 
the fact that the Rongs had no children and what 
had happened to Mrs. Rong through her consum- 
ing desire to have a son. One of the elders sug- 
gested that they present this petition to the 
Lord and another suggested that they first find 
out if it was the Lord’s will for them to pray m 
such a manner. So, like Gideon of the Bible, they 
put out the fleece, and the fleece was in this form— 
during the dedication service when the offering 
was taken up, if Mrs, Rong put more in the collec- 
tion plate than her husband they would take that 
as a sign from God that they were to pray for 
Mrs. Rong. Now in China it is an unheard-of thing 
for a woman to have more money to give for any 
cause than her husband. 


The time for taking the offering came. When 
the plate was passed to Mr. Rong he put in 8 
whole dollar. The hearts of the elders sank, for 
surely Mrs. Rong could never surpass that large 
sum. But when the plate was passed to Mrs. Rong, 
who was sitting happily among the women in the 
women’s section, she put in one whole dollar and 
fifty cents. 


The elders then informed the Rongs of their 
discussion and how they knew that it was the 
Lord’s will for them to pray for Mrs. Rong ” 
have a son. And pray they did. With all ther 
hearts and with faith born from Heaven, they 
prayed not only for a son but told the Lord whet 
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wanted him to be born—in the tenth month 


he 
if the following year. 


Did God hear and answer prayer? The follow- 
ing year on the twentieth day of the tenth month 
, dear little baby boy was born to the Rongs, 
whose joy knew no bounds. When the baby was 
forty days old, instead of the usual heathen feast 
and celebration, the Rongs invited the Christian 
elders and all the townspeople to a feast of love 


and thanksgiving to an almighty God for what 


only an all-loving and almighty God could do for 
those who put their trust in Him. 


Do you have a big problem, or a little problem 
in your life? God answers prayer. ) 
Christmas Gift To Missionaries 
In China 


From Rev. E. H. Hamilton, in Suchowfu, Kiang- 


gu, China, November 18, 1947: 


“When I returned from Sutsien, I. read the 
enclosed clippings in Shanghai Evening Post. It 
means that the ban against mailing gifts of candy, 
ete, and even nylon hose has been lifted for bona 


fide Christmas packages. This will affect us mis- 
sionaries, and our Christmas materially, if the word 


can get around to relatives and friends back home. 
of ~ thing toys have been under ban, but will 
e lifted. 


Christmas Gifts Under U. S. $50 _ 
May Pass Ban 


“Christmas parcels sent to persons residing in 
China from abroad will be permitted to contain 
items on the Government’s prohibited list, such as 


toys, candies, chocolate, nylons and plastic articles, | 


if the parcel is valued at U.S. $50 or. under, and 


‘if the receiver can prove to the Customs authorities 
the parcel is an unsolicited gift, the Post learned. 


“This ruling on parcels pertains to any gift 
parcel, according to Customs official, who added 
however that in view of Christmas, authorities are 
eg to give the receiver ‘the benefit of the 
oubt. 


“Local and China residents, by this ruling, are 
permitted to receive gift parcels up to a value of 
U.S. $50 and containing any item on the Import 
Board’s prohibited list, providing goods are not 
listed as contraband. 


“Items such as cosmetics, silk, and other luxuries 
may be sent in a gift parcel, The Customs official 
warned, however, that if a receiver here has been 
steadily receiving parcels from abroad, the Christ- 
mas parcel may not be considered as unsolicited 


unless he can definitely prove it bv letters from © 


the sender or by other means. All parcels are 
subject to duty according to Customs regulations 


he added. 


: “All parcels sent or received by local residents 
must conform to the Postal Administration’s maxi- 
mum weight limit of 50 pounds.” i 


lheir Christmas Vision* 
By Mildred Welch 
iJ was Christmas eve and a little group sat 
about a camp fire at the edge of the woods. Nearby 
was a truck piled high with holly; spruce and 
cedar boughs, 
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The three girls and three boys, full of laughter 
and high spirits, had built the fire and cooked the 
supper, But they still lingered, gaily jesting and 
teasing with now and then a word or smile from 
the older man, their friend and minister. 


It was the golden hour of a winter’s day between 
sunset and night. In its tender stillness, the happy 
voices, one by one, grew quiet. Under the long 
reaches of the trees the snow lay, turned in the 
soft light to amethyst and rose. The air was balmy, 
fragrant too, with the scent of pine and balsam 
blown on the breeze. Slowly the stars came out 
into a sky. aglow with a soft brightness of light and 
flushed with fair colors of the rainbow. | 


“TT wonder,” the girl turned to the minister, “‘if 
it wasn’t a night like this that the angels came to 
the shepherds?”’ 


“Very like it, I should think. We could believe 
we heard them even now, couldn’t we?” 


“Still through the cloven skies they came 
- With peaceful wings unfurled.” 


 “Parson”’—it was their name for him. The boy’s 
voice was not dreamy but strong and clear. “‘Sup- 
pose they did come—it does seem easy somehow > 
to think it here. What would they say to us, this 
Christmas eve?” 


The smile that was always so wonderful to 
them swept over his face. 


. “TJ think I know what the Angel of the Lord 
would say to the boys and girls of today. What do 
you think yourselves?” But they did not answer. 
From the shadow of the woods they gazed out 
beyond the hills, snow-covered, to the sky that 
seemed to move in waves of pulsing light. Each 
young heart full of hopes and dreams looked out 
from each young face, uplifted and touched with 
awe, as if they, too, heard the sound of nearing 
wings. 


_ “Well, Mary?” he asked at last. The girl lifted 
shining eyes, | 


‘“‘“Somehow, I think the Angel of the Lord would 
say something different — to us. I think he would 
point out there, everywhere, where they don’t know 
even yet that Christ ever came at all, and he would 
say: ‘Go tell them that unto them was born on 
Christmas day a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
And this shall be a sign unto you’ — and then we 
would see that he held in his hand, there in the 
clouds of bright glory — a Cross.”’ 


Again a silence fell and in a look, swift, beauti- 
ful, transfiguring, passed like a flame from one 
to the other. 


“In those days,” he spoke very softly, as if to 
himself, “shall young maidens see visions and young 
men dream dreams.” | 


And the boys and girls looking at him saw hi 
face as though an angel spoke to him and did not 


know God’s glory, passing by, shone from their 


faces, too. 


*Many will remember with gratitude the writer 
of this short story, Miss Margaret Lane, who for 


many years used Mildred Welch as a nom de plume. 
Frequent re-reading of her stories will bring new 
inspiration to a person. This story is brought to 
the attention of readers of this Church paper as 


“a special” at this Christmas season. 
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“People Drop In The Streets 
From Hunger” 


Bruxelles 3, Belgium.—‘The people here put up 
a gay front, but nearly every conversation is 
tinged with the sufferings of the war years, when: 
‘A man’s wife was taken away to a concentration 
camp and killed,’ or, ‘A bomb fell just outside the 
window,’ etc. And NOW, according to the observa- 
tion of my landlord who just returned from a 
business trip to Germany, conditions there are in- 
conceivably horrible! He says you can drive for 
two hours and not see a building standing. Fifteen 
people live in one basement room. People drop on 
the streets from hunger. And I dread to think of 
the many that shall freeze this winter all over 
Europe, My dear friends, for the sake of the 
suffering people of this world and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, get busy today and look in your closets 
and send something warm to the War Relief Com- 
mittee and cooperate in that program of aid as 
promptly and as fully as possible.” 


—Florence Moore, missionary to Africa, who is 
in Belgium at present completing her language be- 
— going to the assigned station in the Belgian 

ongo, 


Keep The Bags Moving! 


The recently appointed Associate Director of War 
Relief for our Church has brought much enthusiasm 
and energy to this work. He is The Rev. Jon A. 
McMurry, former Presbyterian, U. S., chaplain. 
Mr, McMurry said: “Tell the people to keep these 
bags moving!’ All over our Assembly men and 
women, young people and children are filling col- 
lection (“‘duffle” during the war) bags with good 
used clothing, and sending these filled bags to one 
of the Church World Service Centers. There are 
requests daily in the office of our War Relief 
Committee asking for the bags in varying quantity 
from one to one hundred. A couple in Arkansas, 
teachers of a Sunday school class of young adults, 
asked for fifty bags for their class to fill. A 
minister in another state asked for one hundred. 


This is a response that is welcomed. There are a 
few practical things to keep in mind though—these 
bags must be filled and shipped promptly, else there 
will be many people wanting to use them and 
having to wait unduly long. They are used and used 
again and again. Be sure that clothing is ready to be 
packed into the bags, before you ask for them to 
be sent to you. Do not overestimate the number of 
bags needed—clothing packed well into a bag will 
weigh about forty-five pounds. Shoes put into the 
bags will make the weight more. tiie 


Another very important thing to remember is 
this—on the tag that marks your bag, or bundle, or 
box sent to a Church World Service Center, be 
sure to write name and address of your church. 
The reasons for this are clear: A record is kept of 
all shipments received and each is credited to the 
sending church or agency. To keep records clear 
and denominational quotas correct, it is important 
that the name and address of the sending church 
agency be given on each bundle, box or bag. Only 
in that way can the Receiving Center credit to 
each denominational body the amount actually 
received. And it gives ‘he denomination a better 
“standing” with Church World Services to have its 
quota met in full! So be sure to se- that every 
bag, every bundle, and every box sent for war 
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relief to a Church World Service Center is clearly 
and accurately marked as requested. 


A word about shipping charges: parcel post rate 
is better than express for packages less than 10) 
pounds. For packages over 100 pounds it is best ty 
send by freight. The sending church group or ind. 
vidual must pay the charges—there is no fund ip 
the CWS budget for that item, so pay the transpor. F 
tation charges on all of your relief bundles, bag, & 
and boxes. 


The motto of CWS is a good one to remember: 
“Give Through Your Church.” Yes, give money, 
clothing, shoes, whatever you give for war relief— 
let it go through your local church channels, And 
put aside reserve and really advertise your church 
by naming the church or the group in the church 
as the donor of the gifts. Keep on collecting 
clothing, shoes, money. Keep the bags moving to 


CWS Centers! 


_ Had You Thought— 


How many have thought of redirecting their 
gifts this Christmas to places of real need and even 
dire poverty? A practical suggestion is this: instead 
of spending the usual money on_ expensive 
Christmas cards, use government postal cards, with 
an anti-Tb Christmas seal on it, in writing greetings § 
to your friends. Tell them that the usual Christmas 
ecard has been sent as a gift to Church Work 
Service so that some one in real need in Europe 
or Asia may have a bit of comfort, some food, or 
clothing at Christmas. There is an appalling need 
for those things that are basic in life—clothes, 
shoes, medicines, vitamins, household utensils, seed, 
tools, and a long list of other things. When we have 
given and given, there is still need for more. Does & 
that discourage you? It should not, It means that & 
more and more people must give more and more of § 
the things that make living possible and life mor & 
comfortable. 


There is another thing that you may want t0 
consider as you plan Christmas gifts—what about 
your gift to the Financial Goals of the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress? The goals may seem large, 
yet in comparison with the opportunities they are 
moderate for our Church. To give as you may want 
to give will take thoughtful planning. What better 
way could you really celebrate Christmas than by 
making your gift to this Program a larger one than 
you had thought possible? 


Of course you will remember the Joy Gift mn 
December, You may want to make it larger than 
the one in 1946—the living costs are more for § 
families of the retired ministers as they are for 
your own family. So much depends on the gifts§ 
that the Church makes this month. 


Sit down quietly some evening very soon, with 
your pencil and paper, and see how larve you cal® 
make your “Inasmuch Gifts” as one person calls § 
them. Let your friends and family know that you § 
love them as much as ever, that you are thinking § 
of them at Christmas, and that you are sending — 
to some whose very life may depend on your gubs 
of money or clothing or shoes that have been made & 
possible by rearranging your Christmas list, an 


by redirecting your Christmas packages. Then liste 


in quietness on Christmas eve and you will hear the 

ng over the 
Judean hills, words that will fill your heart with: 
strange joy and warmth and peace. May you 
Christmas giving be acceptable to the One Whom 
you honor at Christmas. | 
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A Vision Of Our Church At 
Work With New Power 


The Program of Progress is a vision of our 
Church meeting its full responsibility for today’s 
need and moving forward with greatly increased 
numbers and spiritual power in every center 
throughout the world where God has given us a 
place. It is a vision of new recruits added daily to 
the cause of Christ, of a new sense of the steward- 
ship of life and property laying hold on the hearts 
of our people, of new chapels, Sunday schools and 
churches springing up all over our own and other 
lands, of our church buildings refitted for a new 
beauty and added service, of children and youth 
of America inspired and trained in the Christian 
way of life, of more of our young people answering 
the call to full time service in the Church, of the 
Gospel of Christ moving with new healing and 
saving power across the Far East, Africa, Brazil, 
and Mexico where our missionaries are at work. 

—First Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bulletin. 


Committee On Stewardship Calls For 
Day Of Prayer For Presbyterian 


Program Of Progress 


Sunday, January 4, 1948, has been designated by 


the Assembly’s Committee on Stewardship as Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress Day, and a special 
Day of Prayer, 


The day marks the first Sunday in the New 
Year, the first Sunday in the special season design- 
ated by our General Assembly for study, prayer 


and giving to the Foreign Mission enterprise of 


the Church, and also it is the first Sunday in the 
quarter and therefore will be Communion Sunday. 
All of these were considered by the Stewardship 
— in the selection of a special Day of 
Prayer. | 


Recently the Committee on Stewardship sent a 
letter to the pastors of local churches directing 
attention to the fact that the Assembly “directed 
the Stewardship Committee to promote the Presby- 
terlan Program of Progress,” and stating that “the 
Committee is of the unanimous opinion that in the 
Program of Progress we (the Church) have the 
greatest opportunity in the history of the Church 
and the usefulness of our Church for the next 
twenty-five years will depend on how well the 
Church takes advantage of this opportunity.” The 
letter states: 


“There is much ground for encouragement in 
the reports so far. Many churches alread~ have 
caught a new vision and are experiencing new life. 
Many Laymen are giving all or a major portion of 
their time in promoting this work. . 
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Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


| CHOIR GOWNS VESTMENTS 
=, PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 

| STOLES EMBROIDERIES 
Communion Sets> Altar Ap- 


pointments - Altar Brass Goods 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


KING COLLEGE 


Dedicated To Christian Education 
Under Presbyterian Auspices 
Bachelor of Arts degree. Co-educational. 
Daily chapel service. Democratic social life. 
Healthful location in foothills of Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Athletic training program pro- 
vides whoesome physical recreation. Eightieth 
year, For information regarding scholarships, 

and for catalogue, address: 
T. L. Liston . President 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun- 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family in 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


“We are now entering one of the most vital 
stages of the campaign. We refer to the season 
of Foreign Mission emphasis and the chance, by 
the raising of $4,000,000, to sieze the greatest 
opportunity for world-wide advance in our history. 
This is essential to this work, but it is the biggest 
thing our Church has ever attempted. We are 
asking you to do the following: 


“1. Pray earnestly and have your people pray. 
Our churches are asked to make January 4, 1948, 
Program of Progress Sunday and a day of special 
prayer. 


“2. Instruct and organize your people. Presby- 


terians meet needs when they are informed. 


“3. See that your church does its part financially, 
This is a big movement, but your church will be 
blessed in doing big things. There is a definite 
goal for each church. Many Presbyteries have sent 
the goals down. If that has been done in your 
presbytery, let nothing stop you until your goal has 
been reached.” 


Enclosed with the letter is a compilation sheet 
so that, in the event the local church is not quite 
sure as to its minimum financial quota, this may 
be figured out by the church officers according to 
the method used by the Presbyteries. 


The Committee on Stewardship urges pastors to 
‘lend loyal support and cooperation in the name 
of Nr the only Answer to the needs of the 
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Church News 


ENOREE PRESBYTERY 
(Synod Of South Carolina) 


Enoree Presbytery met in special Called Session 
at the First Church, Spartanburg, S. C., on No- 
vember 4, at 10:00 A.M, Ruling Elder H. T. 
Shockley, last Moderator present, presided. Pres- 
bytery opened and closed this session with prayer 
and the reading of God’s Word, led by men desig- 
nated in advance. A resolution was offered recom- 
mending that the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., withdraw from the Federal 
Council at this time. After considerable debate, 
the resolution was carried, 37-23. Presbytery took 
recess for a tasteful meal provided by the ladies of 
the First Church, Spartanburg. In the afternoon 
session Presbytery made unfavorable comment on 
the Plan of Union at the provisions for the election 
of women as Ruling Elders, the use of the term 
Bishop to apply to ministers but not elders, to the 
exclusion of Ruling Elders from the ordination of 
ministers by Presbytery. to the General Councils, 
to the substituting of Trustees for Deacons; and 
recommended the additions explicitly defining the 
duties of Sessions to include examination, ordina- 
tion and installation of Ruling Elders and Deacons, 
and the question to be asked candidates for ordi- 
nation as ministers, elders, and deacons, that if 
they change their views touching the system of 
doctrine subscribed to they would make known 
this change to the proper court, Presbytery also 
went on record as favoring the dropping of all 
negotiations looking toward union with the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., at this time, 29-17. While 
many of the members of Presbytery spoke with 
deep conviction on both sides of the questions 
under discussion, the meeting was marked by fine 
sense of resepect for the right of Christian bre- 
thren to differ and the level of the debate was 
kept remarkably free from personalities for the 


most part. 
; Hugh C. Hamilton, Stated Clerk. 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in the Linden, Ala- 
bama Church on October 21. There were fifteen 
ministers and twenty-three elders enrolled, eight 
visiting elders and two visiting deacons. Rev. L. E. 
Evans was elected Moderator, and Rev. F. H. Carle- 
ton was appointed Assistant Clerk. Rev. P. E. 
Jordan was received from Atlanta Presbvtery and 
the following Commission appointed to install him 
pastor of the Greensboro and Newbern Churches: 
Rev. J. M. Partridge to preside and propound the 
auestions: Rev. N. J. Warren to preach the sermon, 
Rev. L. K. Foster to charge the nastor and the 
congregation. Ruling F'ders J. H. Bradford, R. L. 
Bennett, and H. C. Cobb to complete the Com- 
mission. Dr. G. W. Cheek, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Evangelism announced two conferences 
on Evangelism, one at Harper’s Chapel with Rev. H. 
E. Russell chief speaker, and one at Tuscaloosa 
with Rev. Cecil Thompson principal speaker, 


Mr. Joseph Park Holder, a student at the Univer- 
sity and member of th.» Tuscaloosa Church, was 
received as a candidate for the ministrv. The two 
amendments to the Book of church Order were 
avproved, and the vote on the Federal Council was 
28 to 10 to withdraw. The Home Mission Committee 
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of the Presbytery announced that the churches were 


being asked to give $5,000.00 above the Home 
Mission quota to be used in aiding churches in 
building churches and manses. 


A Committee on Negro Work was set up accord- 
ing to the recommendation of the Assembly: The 
Committee consists of Rev. R. E. Fulton, Chair- 
man, Rev. F. E. Jordan, and Ruling Elder C. E. 
Williams. An ad interim Committee was appointed 
also to present the Plan of Re-union. It consists of 
Rev. T. C, Duncan, Chairman; S. F. Brvant, G. 
F, Cothran, C. E. Williams, A. T. Elsberry, R. E. 
Fulton, Walker McKee. A special Committee on 
the Progressive Program was appointed, which is 
composed of L. E. Evans, Convenor; J. M. Part- 
ridge, G. W. Cheek, Joseph Dunglinson, E. H. 
Carleton, S. F. Bryant. R. E. Fulton, R. L. Kell, 
N. J. Warren, Mr. J. B. Kerridge, Sidney Lanier, 
Mary Coleman Cobb, Alma Shaw. The next meeting 
of Presbytery will be in the Newbern Church, 
January 20, 1948. 

—R. B. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


: 
South Carolina Presbytery 
Greenwood, Nov. 18.— South Carolina Presby- 
tery of the Southern Presbyterian Church met 
here at the First Presbyterian Church on Monday 
to consider the matter of continued membership 
in the Federal Council of Churches and the pro- 


posed union with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. 


At its morning meeting the Presbytery voted 


twenty-eight to nine for withdrawal from the Fed- 
eral Council. After debate in the afternoon meet- 
ing, South Carolina Presbytery, by a voice vote, 
registered overwhelming opposition to union with 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


_ South Carolina Presbytery comprises the coun- 
ties of Laurens, Newberry, Greenwood, and Abbe- 
ville. Rev. T. M. Houze, of Smyrna Church, New- 
berry County, presided as Moderator, Rev. Con- 
nolly Gamble, of Whitmire, was Clerk. 


Call For Chaplains 


The Chief of Chaplains Office in Washington, D. 
C., has recently announced that a critical shortage 
of chaplains exists in our army. This shortage is 
due in part to the recent return of a large number 
of our temporary chaplains to civilian status. But 
the need of the army for chaplains is equally as 
great as it has ever been. The men, whether veter- 
ans or young enlistees, are always in need of the 
spiritual guidance of consecrated chaplains. As a 
result of this critical shortage, Chaplain Luther D. 
Miller, Chief of Chaplains, has by authority of WD 


Circular 101, Paragraph 17c (1) dated April 19 


1947, instituted a procurement program for young 

ministers with no previous military experience to 

- yar for, and become members of the Chaplains 
eserve. 


To qualify for the Reserve a minister must be 
between the ages of twenty-four and thirty-four, 
and have the equivalent of the AB and BD Degree, 
be able to meet the army’s final type physical 
examination and be a citizen of the United States. 

For anyone interested in the chaplaincy he can 


write the Commanding General, Headquarters Third 
Army, Atlanta 38, Georgia (Attention Chaplain), 


and a list of the requirements along with other 


information will be sent to him. 
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Bluestone Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Bluestone in an adjourned 
meeting took the following actions which are of 
interest: In the advice sent concerning the plan of 
reunion with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., the 
request was made that the property rights of the 
Presbytery and the Synod should be safe-guarded 
just as that of the individual church. 


Also that the same privilege be granted the 
Presbyterian Churches, U.S.A., as is granted the 
Presbyterian Churches, U.S., with regard to pro- 
perty rights if they do not want to come into 
the union. 


That the ordination vow be amended to read as 
it does in the U.S. Book of Church Order, and in 
the first plan submitted. 


That for the word “may” the word “shall” be 
substituted on page 16, Chapter 12, paragraph 16. 


And that all references to the General Council 
be deleted from the plan of re-union. 


The following overture was sent up to General 
Assembly : 


In view of the fact that we are in the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress for the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States which has very definite 
goals for our Church, and 


Because the discussions concerning re-uniting 
with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America, and our relationship with the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, are 
causing serious discord in our Church which would 
hinder progress, 


The Presbytery of Bluestone, in session in the 
Beckley Presbyterian Church, Beckley, W. Va., on 
this 10th. day of November, 1947, overtures the 
General Assembly meeting in Atlanta, Ga. on the 
27th day of May, 1948, that a moratorium be 
called on the discussions of reunion and the Federal 
Council for the period of five years, 


The answer concerning the Federal Council will 
be given at the Spring meeting of Presbytery. 


Robert Ray, Stated Clerk. 


Presbytery Of Winston-Salem 


_ At an adjourned meeting of Winston-Salem 
Presbytery held at the First Presbyterian Church, 
North Wilkesboro, N. C., November 17, 1947, at- 
tended by 29 ministers and 19 ruling elders, the 
following actions of general interest to the Church 
were taken: 


1. After a frank and full discussion of the Fed- 
eral Council issue the Presbytery voted as follows: 
7 to remain in the Federal Council of Churches; 
ll to withdraw from the Federal Council of 
Churches, 


2. By a unanimous vote the Presbytery endorsed 
the Program of Progress and recommended that 
the Churches accept their apportionments, 


__ 3. Appointed a committee to study the Plan of 
Church Union and Church Property and report to 
the Presbytery at its mid-winter meeting in Jan- 
uary, 1948, 

—J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 
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Presbytery Of St. John’s 


The Presbytery gf St. John’s met in Sebring, 
Fla., on October 28, 1947. Present: 60 ministers 
and 37 ruling elders. 


Officers: Rev. J. A. Caligan, Pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Miami, Fla., Moderator; and Rev. J. J. 
Martin, Temporary Clerk. 


Received: None. Dismissed: Rev, J. C. Frist to 
— Presbytery. Licensures: None. Ordinations: 
one, 


The pastoral relations were dissolved between 
J. C. Frist and Tampa First Church. 


Overtures were sent up as follows: Amendment 
to Paragraph 96. Answer in affirmative. Approved. 
Amendment to (Paragraph 156. Answer in affirma- 
tive, Approved. Remain in the Federal Council. 


Answers to Assembly’s Recommendations: An 
Ad Interim Committee was appointed to study the 
whole matter of ownership of property and report 
to the Spring Meeting of Presbytery. 


The next Stated Meeting will be held at Lake- 
land, Fla. (Self-entertaining). Ruling Elder Geo. 
S. Lenfestey, of Tampa, Fla., nominated to be the 
next Moderator. A. R, Larrick, Stated Clerk. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in the 
Central Presbyterian Church Jackson, Mississippi 
on October 21, 1947. The Rev. R. G, Valentine of 
Lexington was elected Moderator. The following 
ministers were received and installations arranged 


as follows: Rev. Fred Clark from Paris Presbytery, 


in the Power Memorial Church in Jackson; S. N. 
Harris from Arkansas Presbytery, in the Belzoni 
Church; and Rev. J. E, Wallace from North Missis- 
sippi Presbytery. 

Dr. G. T. Gillespie Presented the appeal on behalf 
of the Greater Belhaven Campaign to raise $500,- 
000.00 for the institution, Dr. Girard Lowe spoke 
on and the Presbytery approved and dedicated 
itself to, the Presbyterian Program of Progress. 


The next meeting will be in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Vicksburg on January 20, 1948. 


Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 


Organization Of New Church 
In Dallas, Tex. 


On Sunday, November 16, 1947, a Commission of | 
Dallas Presbytery effected the organization of a 
new church in the north-east part of the city, to be 
known as the Covenant Presbyterian Church. Forty- 
three members were received, eight upon profes- 
sion of faith, thirteen upon reaffirmation, and 
twenty-two by letter. Messrs. B. Frank Zeigler and 
Dixon S. Boozer were elected elders; Messrs. L. H. 
Leinbach, Bert Curtis, H. J. Solomon and W. B. 
Wilson were elected deacons. The Rotary Plan for 
officers was adopted. The Commission was com- 
posed of: Rev. Cecil H. Lang, D.D., Chairman, Rev. 
L. M. Kennedy, Rev. John Knox Bowling, and 
Ruling Elders O. H. Kirkland and L. R. Klein. 


This church grew out of a request from members 
of the community for the holding of Presbyterian 
services with a view to the organization of a church. 
Rev. H. Addison Woestermeyer did pioneer work 
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early last summer. Under the direction of the Home 


Mission Committee various local ministers have © 


supplied the pulpit and candidgtes David Pittinger 
and Hampton Bowman have done visitation and 
survey work. Services are being held in a log 
cabin building which was formerly a night club 
and is being used through the courtesy of the 
present owner who is a Methodist steward. Efforts 
are being made to secure a minister, 


The Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas 
has accepted this as its first project. This com- 
mittee, which was organized on October 13, 1947, 
is composed of five laymen from each of the 
Presbyterian churches, U, S., in the city of Dallas. 
The pastors are advisory members. Officers are 
L. R. Klein, Chairman, W. N. Stewart, Vice-chair- 
man, L. Lockhart, Secretary, and W. T. 
Sargeant, Treasurer. Mrs. J. B. Peak is chairman 
of the projects committee; George R. Jordan, 
property; and George T, Lee, finance. This com- 
mittee has adopted a goal of one new church each 
year for at least the next five years. They are 
proceeding on the assumption that each project will 
involve initial cost of thirty or forty thousand 
dollars, including pastor’s salary for a year, the 
buying of the lot, and the erection of the initial 
unit of their church building. 

Cecil H. Lang, 


Executive Secretary. 


Austin Seminary 


One of the treats of the year at Austin Seminary 
followed the Thanksgiving sermon. On Tuesday, 
December 2, students and faculty of Austin Semin- 
ary, and visitors, heard a lecture from Dr. Joseph 
Krenek, the moderator of the Czech Evangelical 
Church in Czechoslovakia. He spoke on conditions 
in Central Europe and their relation to the re- 
mainder of the world. 


American is a second home to Dr. Krenek, having 
lived here some fifteen years. He attended Ameri- 
can graduate schools and preached during that 
period. He speaks excellent English. 


Dr. Krenek is famous in Europe as one who 
stood up and was forced to retire in the background 
for his stand against the Nazis, and for Christianity, 
His name is thought af among the names of the 
modern heros of the faith, such as Niemoeller and 
others. It was indeed a privilege for-Austin Semin- 
arians and citizens to hear Dr, Krenek. 


Enrolled at Austin Seminary this term is a man 
who has been enrolled in three other educational 
institutions in Texas owned by our Church. Mr. 
Gene Strickland was reared in the Southwestern 
Home and School at Itasca, Tex., attended Sch- 
reiner Institute at Kerrville, Tex., and took his 
B.A. degree from Austin College at Sherman, Tex., 
last year. Since he is now in Austin Seminary, he 
has attended all the educational institutions open 
to him, since Tex-Mex in Kingsville, Tex., is for 
Mexican boys, and Pres-Mex in Taft, Tex., is for 
Mexican girls. 


Mr, Leonard Swinney, from Baton Rouge, La., 
gave his senior sermon on Tuesday night, October 
28. His subject was: “The Divine X-Ray.” Mr. 
Swinney took his degree in Engineering at Tulane 
University, and practiced in the field of civil engi- 
neering and contracting for several years before 


attending seminary. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Country Church Award 
Established 


Another significant step was taken recently at 
Columbia Theological Seminary when the Indian- 
town Country Church Award was established and 
the recipient of the award for the past year was 
announced. Mr. Wilbur Parvin, a member of this 
year’s senior class was the winner of the award. 
Mr. Parvin is a native of Bradenton, Florida. He 
is a graduate of the University of Florida and a 
veteran of the last war. He did a most unusual 
piece of work in the Union Presbyterian Church 
near Winnsboro, S. C. during the past summer, 


This annual Country Church Award comes to the 
seminary through the generosity of three brothers, 
Messers George, Dexter, and James Stuckey who 
established the endowment in memory of their 
father and mother who were members of the 


Indiantown Presbyterian Church near Hemingway, 


S. C. It is also an expression of their interest in 
the work of the country church and of apprecia- 
tion for what the country church has meant to 
them. The original gift amounted to $3,000 but 
will be increased perhaps to $5,000. The interest on 
this gift will go each year to the member of the 
middle class who does the best and most original 
work in a rural parish during the summer months. 


A special service was held at the seminary on 
the date of the presentation of this first award. 
Mr, George Stuckey who is a deacon in the Indian- 
town Church made the presentation to Mr. Pervin. 
The presentation address was made by the pastor 
of the Indiantown Church, Rev. Curtis J. Matthews 
who has attended almost every Rural Pastor’s 
Institute at Columbia since they were established 
and who had done a most notable work in the 
realm of the country church. The service was 
presided over by President J. McDowell Richards 
and [Professor Cecil Thompson of the Rural Church 
Department announced the winner of the award, 


Rev. R. M. Crowe Is Speaker 


The Rev. R. M, Crowe, pastor of Central Pres 
byterian Church in Oklahoma City, Okla., was vis 
iting minister and speaker for Austin Seminary’s 
Day of Rededication on Tuesday, November 4. On 
this day, which is reserved for prayer and worship, 
and on which classes are not held, three services 
were held. There was an early morning communion 
service, morning worship, and an evening worship. 
Student preaching was also postponed for the eve 


- ning worship at which Mr. Crowe was the preacher. 


Union Seminary Juniors 
Elect Class Officers 


Lamar Williamson, Jr., Monticello, Ark., has 
been elected President of the Junior Class of 
Union Theological Seminary at a class meeting 
held on Wednesday, October 22. Williamson, al 
air corps veteran, was graduated from Davidson 
College with honors in June, 1947. 


Secretary-Treasurer for the first-year class # 
the seminary is Robert J. McMullen, Danville, Ky» 
= New York, N. Y., veteran, graduate of Centre 
Lollege. 


Other officers elected were: Forrest K. Whit 
worth, Wewoka, Okla., Director of Spiritual Life; 
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Edward S. Golden, Jr., Atlantic Beach, Fla., Di- 


‘rector of Ecumenical Life; W. D. “Dub” Martin, 


Jr., Raleigh, N. C., Director of Social Life; and 
Alf Taylor, Nashville, Tenn., Director of Athletic 
Life. 

There were 38 members of the new seminary 
class. The election of officers was presided over by 
Sam Newell, President of the Student Body, from 
Brunswick, Ga. 


Anniversary Celebration 


‘The First Presbvterian Church of Galveston, 
Tex., held an anniversary celebration on October 
22, 1947, at 7:30 P.M., honoring Dr. and Mrs. 


Wil. R. Johnson, in commemoration of twenty-five | 


years of service. 


— 
Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 

To The General Assembly's Training 
School, Richmond, Va. 


For the Month of October: 1947, $8,267.75; 
1946, $2,371.94. For the Year: 1947, $20,956.01; 
1946, $18,336.78. | 


Overture To Assembly 


The Presbytery of St. John’s respectfully over- | 


tures the General Assembly to request our Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, Assembly’s 
Home Missions, Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief and Religious Education and Publica- 
tion to inerease the salaries of their Executive 
Secretaries to at least $7,500.00 annually. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CATHOLIC RELIGION AND 
THE PROTESTANT FAITH 


By J. E. L. Winecoff. Published by Meador Pub- 


: lishing Company, Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. 


The controversy between the Roman Catholic 


_ and Protestant Churches continues to grow with 


intensity in America. Frequently writers on both 
sides of this controversy offer more heat than light. 


| The publication of “The Catholic Religion And The 
Protestant Faith” will be a boon to the Protestant 


cause. The discussion on this subject is in the 
form of an argument: the Bible vs. the Pope. It 
ls written as a dialogue between a Protestant and 
“The Faith Of Our 
Fathers.” The Cardinal’s book is personified as the 


_ Cardinal himself because it is the offspring of his 


mind and heart. 


The author at all times relies upon the Bible as 


his authority and his comments are characterized 


Y common sense and sound judgment. He empha- 


' Sizes the fact that when Christians generally are 
anchored in Christ and imbued with His Spirit and 
_ eachings we shall all be bound “in the unity of the 


ait and the bond of peace,” no matter to what 
urch we belong. He expressed this important 


| thought emphatically when he wrote: “It is futile 


ee for universal Christian unity while you 
“Ve to unite the world on a pope, or in any 


| Single church affiliation. The world can be united 


only in Christ Who alone can change sinners’ 
hearts and make them peaceable and Christlike.” 


We agree with this writer that the only way for 
Protestantism to prevail over Roman Catholicism 
is by the Protestant Churches’ loyalty to and de- 
fense of the Truth. He believes that the Truth 
must be defended no matter how mighty it is. He 
tells us: “‘Unless truth is wielded against wrong 
and error it can no more conquor than a sword 
rusting in its scabbard. 


“Of the clamor which the chief priests started 
to have Jesus crucified it is written that ‘the voice 
of them that cried prevailed.’ That has always been 
so and always will, Therefore if we keep quiet in 
the face of this movement to displace (Protestant 
ideals with Catholic dominance it will not be truth 
but false teaching and religious error that will 
prevail.” 


It is interesting to know that Cardinal Gibbons 
entertains the same notion of unity as the mod- 
ernists of America who are promoting ecclesias- 
tical unionism. Mr. Winecoff reminds us that the 
petition usually quoted in Christ’s High Priestly 
prayer was not for unity of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment, but unity of faith. He answers Cardinal 
Gibbons in these words: “You superimpose on the 
Scripture, Cardinal. In this petition Jesus said 


nothing about the ‘unity of the church’ or ‘govern- 


ment.’ He prayed for the unity of believers in the 
Father and in Himself. That is purely a spiritual 
unity.”” We are also reminded that the Roman 
Catholic Chureh is more devoted to the Church 
than to Truth. This is another danger that modern 
Protestantism confronts. 


Cardinal Gibbons deplored the division of Chris- 
tianity into numerous denominations. To this the 
author replies: “Better to have a thousand ‘sects’ 
all studying the Bible and trying to get right than 
one big, corrupt ecclesiastical organization solidly 
following the dogmas that had made prelates cor- 
rupt and overbearing.” 


We recommend without hesitation this book to 
all who want something that is reliable on the 
Catholic-Protestant question. It is easy to read as 
well as highly instructive. 

—John R. Richardson. 


THE SECRETS OF CHINA’S 
VICTORY 


By Kung-Sam Lee. Published by The China 
Daily Tribune Publishing Company. | 


Mr. Lee, a Chinese youth, was educated in 
American high schools and universities. He iden- 
tified himself with a Protestant Church and be- 
came a formal] Christian. Religious formalities did 
him little good and brought him less happiness, 
therefore religion became a thing of little impor- 
tance in his life. Returning to his native country 
he was “smart” enough to enter into a “Big 
Business,’’ money-making, but not to retain it. 


Later, being soundly converted, a new power 
came into his life, Financially successful, and a 
patriot at heart, Mr. Lee sought to aid his country 
through Christian influences. Radio broadcasting 
seemed to him the most effective means for this. 
Familiar with the thought life of America, Japan, 
and his native country, China, he in an interesting 
manner, goes beneath the surface and reveals to us 
some of the real causes of the Japanese aggression 
on China. The book will help Christian Americans 
to understand the Chinese problem. 

—wW. S. Patterson. 
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